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Introduction 

Welcome to the wonderful world of Digital Photography!  This guide will help you understand 

the basic functions of the camera.  Let’s get started. 

 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻȄ 

 2x AA Batteries 

 1x Camera to USB Cord 

 1x Camera to Composite RCA 

 1x 2GB SD Memory Card 

 1x Camera Wrist Strap 

 1x Camera Base Plate 

 1x Nikon Coolpix Camera 

Got everything?  Good! 

 

Pre-Production 

Before you begin, you’ll need to do two things.  Insert the Batteries, and then insert the 

Memory Card. 

Let’s start with the batteries. 

  
1. Slide the latch. 
2. Pull the Cover back 
3. Lift. 

Insert Batteries as shown. 
For the longest life, use Lithium batteries*  

*(not included) 

 

Are they in?   Great! 
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Next comes the Memory Card.  There are a lot of different kinds of memory cards out there, 

your camera is designed to work with an SD Memory Card.  The camera package comes with 

one 2GB Card for your own use. 

 

There is a small door on the side of the camera near the 
bottom.  Open the door to reveal the memory enclosure! 
 
Inside there will be a small picture of the memory card.  Slide 
the card in, matching its shape to that of the picture.  Don’t 
worry, there’s only one way it will fit! 
 
Once it’s in all the way, the card will make a light snap and be 
locked in place.  It will not pop out on its own until you press 
down on it once again. 

 

 

Is it in yet?  Good!  Now you’re ready to start taking pictures! 

 

A Simple Point and Click Interface 

The digital still camera is one of the most interesting tools available to you.  Even moreso than a 

digital film camera, the still camera has the unique ability to be incredibly simple. 

Before you take a picture, turn on the camera.  Look 
at the top and notice a small silver button, labeled 
ON/OFF.  Push the button! 
 
Now comes the tricky part.  Point the camera at 
something you want to take a picture of, and then 
press the large silver button (called the Shutter 
Release Button) on the top of the camera.  Voila!   
 
See?  Point and Click!   
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Right on the button! 

Although taking pictures is pretty simple, there are a lot of buttons on the back of this camera 

which can be overwhelming to an amateur or first time user.  This next chapter will teach you 

what they mean. 

Zoom Zoom! 

At the top right corner on the back of the camera, you’ll 
notice a small, bar-like button labeled W and T.  This is the 
Zoom. 
 
W stands for Wide and zooms out. 
T stands for Telephoto and zooms in. 
 
After a certain point, the zoom stops being optical and 
becomes digital.  Digital zoom allows you to see things really 
far away, however, you’re not actually using the lens! 

 

Digital zoom simply magnifies the image.  So when you’re 
zooming in, remember that zooming past the vertical bar on 
the zoom distance icon will make your images grainy and 
unprofessional! 

 

 

Modus Operandi 

 

The Mode Selector is a small switch at the bottom right 
corner on the back of the camera.  It has three modes, 
Auto, Scene, and Video. 
 
Auto Mode or Shooting Mode, is marked by a still 
camera icon.  (The one on the far left if you’re confused.)  
Use this mode if you want to take pictures.  Auto mode 
defaults with everything being Automatic!  Auto-Flash, 
Auto-Focus, Auto-Iris.  You’re all good with this option! 

Scene Mode is the middle option.  This mode lets you have a little bit more control over the 
way the camera interprets what it sees.  It can be very helpful in certain situations. 
 
Basically, there are 16 preset “scenes” in the camera to choose from.  Press the Menu Button 
above to cycle through them.  Say you’re shooting first thing in the morning?  Select the 
Dusk/Dawn scene and the camera will give you the best possible picture!  Shooting in your 
classroom?  Select Indoors.  Making Portraits?  Portait!  
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Movie Mode is lets you film movies (up to about 20 minutes on your 2GB card) of video.  It’s 

included as a dummy feature on these camera’s to attract uninformed buyers.  The movies you 

make are generally small, and not very impressive. 

Ultimately, you don’t buy a digital still camera to make movies, that’s for the Flip Video!  Avoid 

using Movie Mode unless it’s your only way to film something.  Even then, the movies will take 

up space on your flash drive that could have been filled with lots of other pictures. 

 

The Menu Button 

Depending on which mode you’ve selected, your options will be different every time you press 

the Menu Button.  For example, in Auto or Shooting mode, the Menu opens up the Shooting 

Menu which contains some of the more advanced options dealing with image control.  In Scene 

Mode, the menu button opens up the Scene Menu, where you choose one of the 16 preset 

scenes. 

 

The Play and Trash Buttons 

Grouped together simply because they’re right beside each other!  Hitting the play button at 

any time while the camera is on will activate Playback Mode.  This is where you can see all of 

the pictures you’ve taken. 

You know as well as I that as soon as you take a picture, the subject is going to ask “Let me see 

it!”  If it’s a kid, they’ll be very impressed.  If it’s another teacher, they’ll probably say something 

like, “Ooh I look awful!”  Remember, it’s impolite to agree at this point! 

However the conversation goes, you might end up having to delete the picture you just took, or 

one you took earlier.  To do this hit the Trash Button.  The trash button will ask you if you are 

sure you want to delete the image you’re about to delete.  Hit yes and it’s gone. 

REMEMBER!  The trash button is not a recycle bin!  Once you’ve deleted the image it’s gone 

forever.  So be sure you want to delete the picture before you go through with it. 
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Circle Button Cipher 

 

The biggest button you’ll see on the back of the camera is a large 
circular one on the middle side of the back.  This is the multi-
selector button, and you’ll need to know how to use it! 
 
When you’re in Menu and Playback screens, the multi-selector 
functions as a directional pad or D-pad.  The OK Button in the 
middle of the multi-selector confirms the setting that you’ve 
selected – whatever that may be. 

In shooting mode, however, each direction on the multi-selector opens up a quick-menu to let 
you customize your shot very quickly.  Each function is very useful, and getting to know what 
each one does will make your pictures go from average, to excellent! 
Let’s start at the top… 
 

Lightning Bolt! 

 

This is the Flash Mode Button.  (Up button on the multi selector). 
 
This is a quick way to cycle through all of the various flash modes, including 
OFF!  Different flash effects will cause differences in the picture quality.  By 
default the flash is set for Auto Flash in which the camera will detect when 
it should fire the flash and when it shouldn’t.  If you don’t know, this is 
always a good setting to leave it on. 

You might find yourself taking photos of people in medium to low light situations.  When this 
happens, you always run the risk of having “red eye” when the light reflects off of the back of 
the inner eye.  TO prevent this use  Red Eye Mode.  Great for taking pictures inside your 
class, and a must for portraits! 
 

Slow Sync Mode (  ) is a setting that you should use at night or in very dimly lit rooms.  It’s 

called slow sync because it actually slows down the shutter speed on the inside of the camera, 

to suck up all the light it can.  As a result, in order to get the best picture possible, you almost 

have to use a tripod when you use this setting.  Otherwise, get ready for some really blurry, 

really grainy night shots! 

Fill Flash ( ) turns the flash on all the time.  This is how the flash acts when auto-flash is on, 

and you’re in a medium-light area. 

And finally Off  is used when you want to turn the flash off.  There are several reasons why 

you would do this – and if you can’t think of them right now, it’s best just to leave it on Auto, or 

Red-Eye Mode.  
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Self Timer 

Ever wanted to take a picture of yourself without using a mirror?  
Well, here’s your chance! 
 
The Self Timer Button looks like a tiny stop-watch and is accessed 
by pressing left on the multi-selector.  It has two settings, ON and 
OFF. 

 
Activating the self timer by first, turning it on – and second, press the shutter release (picture 
taking button).  Once it’s on you have 10 seconds to get in position.  The self timer can be used 
with all of the previously mentioned flash settings too.  So don’t forget to turn the Red-Eye 
mode on if you’re making a self portrait. 
 

Flower Power 

 

At the bottom of the mutli-selector, you’ll notice a flower icon.  This is 
the Macro Close-up Mode Button. 
 
This button is used to focus in on very close up objects, like the inside 
of a flower, a seed, a bug, anything that’s very small, or something that 
you want a lot of detail on. 
 
Turning macro on while you’re taking normal pictures won’t do 
anything for you, so only use it when you need it. 
 

The way you use it is a little tricky.  First of all, find your subject (how about a flower!?) and 

then get close (about 15 cm).  After that zoom in until the flower icon  on your LCD Screen 
turns green.  When that happens, press the shutter release gently to focus, then add some 
pressure to take the shot!  A little tricky, admittedly, but very useful in some situations - like 
science projects! 
 

Exposure Control 

 

The Exposure Control is a quick way to adjust the brightness of the 

image.  Simply hit the square yin-yang / car battery type icon  and 
then press Up or Down.  Watch as your picture becomes brighter or 
darker! 
 
This is great if your outside in the middle of the day, or inside in the 
evening.  It can’t compensate for extremes, but it can help give you 
that little adjustment you need to make your picture perfect. 
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Facilitating Connectivity 

 

DO NOT INSTALL THE SOFTWARE THAT CAME WITH THE 
CAMERA! 
 
Don’t do it!  Despite what you might have heard from 
your local Apple enthusiast, Windows XP will recognize 
almost any device you plug into it – including the Nikon 
L11.  Just plug it into a USB port, and it will work just like a 
flash drive. 
 

Once it’s in and you get the “You’re new hardware is installed and ready to use” message at the 
bottom of your screen, open up My Computer, and look for the L11.  That’s the camera!  
Double click on it to see your pictures. 
 

That being said, if you’re camera just wonΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ, go ahead and install the software. But give it 

a try without it first – 9 times out of 10, you’re going to be good to go without the hassle of 

software installation. 

 

Pro-Tips:  Advanced Tactics for High-End Users! 

Think you’re hot stuff!?  Well read on! 

 

Image Editing 

There are lots of programs out there for editing images.  The absolute, unapproachable best is 

Adobe Photoshop.  Unfortunately, Photoshop is also expensive! 

If you’re image editing on a budget, you might consider Adobe Photoshop Elements, a scaled 

down, but still very powerful program. 

If you’re on an even tighter budget – just install the software that came with the camera.  

Although it’s wildly inefficient for viewing pictures on the camera, it might be helpful if you 

want to adjust brightness, contrast, etc. in post production. 

However, for best results, always try to reproduce your effects in-camera.  This isn’t film, it’s 

photography!  And real pros do it live, not in post…  At least in this industry. 

Now, go take some pictures! 


