The Election of 1912
Ron Miller — Jewett Academy

Lesson Plan Summary:

The Election of 1912 was unusual since there were three major candidates, one of them a former
president and another an incumbent president. President William Howard Taft, the Republican Party
candidate, no longer had the support of former president, Theodore Roosevelt. Roosevelt had broken
with Taft, ran under the banner of the Progressive Party, often referred to as The Bull Moose Party, and
campaigned against Taft for the presidency. This split weakened the Republican Party and led to the
election of the Democratic Party candidate, Woodrow Wilson.

Objectives:

S.S.Al12 Students will use information to draw conclusions from maps, charts and graphs.
Students will analyze the information from the maps, charts, and graphs to determine the
1912 election results and to analyze the impact of the election results on the nation.

U.S. History Era:
Pre- World War |

Grade Level
High School or Middle School 8" Grade

Materials:

Handout: 1 Electoral Vote Data 1912
Handout: 2 Popular Vote Data 1912
Worksheet 1  Parties and Candidates 1912
Worksheet 2 Voting Data 1912

Lesson Time:
180 minutes

Lesson Procedures:

To start the lesson, have the students define the following words using the glossary in the text or a
dictionary: electoral vote, popular vote.

Next, have students use the internet to complete worksheet 1

Third, have student use the data from the map, graphs and charts to analyze the 1912 election.
Complete worksheet 2.

Activities:

Computer lab: students will work in groups of two and use internet search programs to find information
about the candidates and political parties involved in the election of 1912. Students will complete
worksheet 1 using the results of the internet search.

Classroom: students will work in small groups of three or four to analyze 1912 election data and
complete worksheet 2.

Each student will write an essay.

Assessment:
FCAT style essay:
Write a five paragraph essay analyzing the election of 1912.

Resources: http://www.uselectionatlas.org/RESULTS/evote.php?year=1912&f=0
www.historycentral.com/elections/1912.html
ehistory.osu.edu/osu/mmh/1912/




Election of 1912 Name

Worksheet 1 Candidates and Parties

The Election of 1912 was unusual since there were three major candidates, one of them a former
president and another the incumbent president. The current president, once the protégé of the previous
president, lost the support of the previous president. After losing the nomination of his party to the
incumbent president, the former president created a new party and ran for office as the new party’s
candidate. This split created an opportunity for the opposing party.

Use the internet and your text to answer the following questions about the candidates and the election of
1912.

Listed below are some internet sources to use to start the research.
www.uselectionatlas.org/RESULTS/evote.php?year=1912&f=0
www.historycentral.com/elections/1912.html

www.ehistory.osu.edu/osu/mmh/1912/

1. Identify each of the candidates and their political party.

2. Who was the incumbent president and what was his political party?

3. Who was the former president and what political party did he create?

4. What cause the split between the former president and the incumbent president?

5. Who won the presidential race in 1912 and what was his party?

6. How did the split between the incumbent president and the former president influence the outcome of
the election of 19127

7. What were the issues of the 1912 campaign?

8. What role did personalities play in the campaign of 19127



The Voting Data 1912 Name

Use the data from Handouts 1 and 2 to answer the following questions.
1. What was the total electoral vote in 1912? How many electoral votes were needed to win the

election?

2. Rank the candidates according to electoral vote and create a circle graph showing the electoral vote in
1912.

3. How many popular votes were cast in 19127

4. Rank the candidates according to popular vote and create a circle graph showing the popular vote in
1912.

5. If the Republican vote was not split between Taft and Roosevelt, would the Republican candidate have
more popular votes than the Democratic candidate? Would a single Republican candidate have won the
election?

6. Did the minor party candidates, such as Eugene Debs and Eugene Chafin, have an impact on the out
come of the election? Explain your response.

7. ldentify the states where the combined popular vote of Roosevelt and Taft would have changed the
outcome of the electoral vote in that state.



Handout: 1 Electoral Vote Data 1912

http://www.uselectionatlas.org/RESULTS/evote.php?year=1912&f=0
www.historycentral.com/elections/1912.html




EV President Vice President
Candidate Wpodrow Theodore |William  |Thomas Hiram Nicholas
Wilson Roosevelt | Taft Marshall ~ |Johnson Butler

Home State New Jersey |New York |Ohio Indiana California |New York
Party Democratic |Progressive |Republican |Democratic |Progressive |Republican
Alabama 12 12 - - 12 - -
Arizona 3 - - 3 - -
Arkansas 9 - - 9 - -
California 13 2 11 - 2 11 -
Colorado 6 6 - - 6 - -
Connecticut 7 7 - - 7 - -
Delaware 3 3 - - 3 - -
Florida 6 - - 6 - -
Georgia 14 14 - - 14 - -
Idaho 4 4 - - 4 - -
Illinois 29 29 - - 29 - -
Indiana 15 15 - - 15 - -
lowa 13 13 - - 13 - -
Kansas 10 10 - - 10 - -
Kentucky 13 13 - - 13 - -
Louisiana 10 10 - - 10 - -
Maine - - - -
Maryland - - - -
Massachusetts | 18 18 - - 18 - -
Michigan 15 - 15 - - 15 -
Minnesota 12 - 12 - - 12 -
Mississippi 10 10 - - 10 - -
Missouri 18 18 - - 18 - -
Montana 4 4 - - 4 - -
Nebraska 8 8 - - 8 - -
Nevada 3 3 - - 3 - -
New Hampshire| 4 4 - - 4 - -
New Jersey 14 14 - - 14 - -
New Mexico 3 3 - - 3 - -
New York 45 45 - - 45 - -




North Carolina | 12 12 - - 12 - -
North Dakota 5 5 - - 5 - -
Ohio 24 24 - - 24 - -
Oklahoma 10 10 - - 10 - -
Oregon 5 5 - - 5 - -
Pennsylvania 38 - 38 - - 38 -
Rhode Island 5 5 - - 5 - -
South Carolina | 9 9 - - 9 - -
South Dakota - 5 - - 5 -
Tennessee 12 12 - - 12 - -
Texas 20 20 - - 20 - -
Utah 4 - - 4 - - 4
Vermont 4 - - 4 = - 4
Virginia 12 12 - - 12 - -
Washington - 7 - - 7 -
West Virginia 8 - - 8 - -
Wisconsin 13 13 - - 13 - -
Wyoming 3 3 - - 3 - -
Total 531 435 88 8 435 88 8
Popular Vote Electoral Vote
m |Woodrow Wilson Thomas Marshall |Democratic |6,296,284|41.84%|435| 81.92%
mm Theodore Roosevelt |Hiram Johnson Progressive |4,122,721/27.40%, 88| 16.57%
m William Taft Nicholas Butler Republican | 3,486,242 23.17% 8 1.51%
] Eugene Debs Emil Seidel Socialist 901,551| 5.99%| O 0.00%




Handout 2 Popular Vote Data
www.historycentral.com/elections/1912State.html

1912

Presidential Election 1912 States Carried
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Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Alabama Willson 82,43869.9 Roosevelt 22,680|19.2 Taft 9,807 8.3 Debs 3,029 2.6
. Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Arizona Wilson 10,324 |43.6 Roosevelt 6,949 29.3 Taft 2,986 (12.6 Debs 3,163 [13.4
Arkansas  |WOOUIOW| gg 814155, TNEOUOM | o 6aly7 gWilliam | o5 seslog 5 EUGENels 153 55
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
California  \/OOUrOW a3 436 141.8|1 1000" g3 610 a1 g VIlIAM | 3847006  [EU9ENCI79 201 /11,7
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
Colorado  |MOOUIOWy 15 o154 g|ThEOdOTE | 5y 25 by o William| 5g ag6l0p o [EUGENE 16 366162
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
Connecticut VOOUrOW| 74 561139 o|TNEOOre | 50 1 5g 117 g WilliaM | g0 254 135.9 [EUGENel 6 0565.3
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Deb
Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Delaware Wilson 22,631/46.5 Roosevelt 8,886 18.3 Taft 15,997 32.9 Debs 556 1.1
. Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Florida Wilson 35,343|69.5 Roosevelt 4,55509.0 Taft 4,2798.4 Debs 4,806 9.5
. Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Georgia Wilson 93,087 76.6 Roosevelt 21,985/18.1 Taft 51914.3 Debs 1,058 (0.9




Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Idaho Wileon | 339213215 P X O | 25,527 24.1 0 L1 32,81081.0 |5 2111960113
Hlinois WOOIOW | e 14g 15 3(ThEOOTE lag s o lag s William oo ooty 1 [EUGENE Gy H7017 9
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
Indiana WOOdrow g1 gg0l43.1 [TMECDOTe |y o) 507 0a. g WilliaM 101 Ha713q [EUGENE 56 oo 15 6
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
lowa WOOIOW |y oc. 35 37 g [The0dOre |y o) 19130 g William 19 05104 3 [EUGENE |16 ga7ia 4
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
Kansas WOOIOW |y 3 e iag g(The0dore |y o o1 ap gWilliam| 5 g4 5 [EUGENE e 27917 5
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Kentucky oo tPY1210,484.48.5 0 0 0 101,766 22,5 - 1 115,510[25.5 | = D 11,6462.6
. Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Louisiana v’ 0| 60,871 76,85 "2 k| 9,283111.7 383348 | 5261 6.6
. Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Maine Wilson | 51113894 0 0 B | 48,495,374 U | 26545205 | S V2541 2.0
Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Maryland oo’ O 1112,674148.6 o O | 57,789 24.9 1 L | 54,956 237 | DCI3.006 1.7
Massachusetts | 004rOW |y 73 40g/35.5 TNEOUOIE ) 1o 5og g 1 William ) oo 98130 o [EUIENE 15 5161 6
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
. Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Michigan oo’ 01150201 7.4 L B 213,243 38.9 o 1 151,434 27.6 | DO 123,060 4.2
Minnesota  |MOOUrOW ) g 406131 g TNEOUOME |y op geeiay o William ) 50411 5 [EUGENE 7 ooelg 5
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
.. .. Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Mississippi Wilson 57,324/88.9 Roosevelt 3,5495.5 Taft 1,56012.4 Debs 2,050 3.2
Missouri  |MOOUrOWao 26 ia7 3 The0dOIE 5 ) oociy7 g William oo g5 lhg 7 [EUIENE g yegla s
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
Montana  |WVOOUrOW| »q 19935 g(Theodore | oy 5nglog g William| g ooplys 1 BUGENEl 56191135
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
Nebraska  \MOOUrOW|)ng 0g g3.7 TNEOUOME | 2 pgy g g William | o) oelng 7 [EUGENE ) 102l
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Nevada Wilson | 7:986:89.7 5 0 B 5,62027.9 Tt 3196159 | D°'°3,313 165
New Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Hampshire  Wilson | 34724395 00 et 17794202 o | 3292737.4 |5 B 081 23
Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Now Jersey oo 21178,638141.2 o, 20 145,679133.6 - | 89,06620.5 |~ J115,048.3.7
Now Mexico \MOOUrOW| o4 437149 g Theodore | g o2 ly o William 5 90 pl35 o [EUGENE ) g o g
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
Now York  |\NOOUrOW|ecp poglyg 3|THEOdOE lagy ggqln g g William |\ 407 hg 7 [EUGENE o3 42ala 0
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
North Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Carolina Wilson | [144407/89.2 0 "0 B | 69,135 28.4 L | 20129119 | S DMl087 0.4




North Dakota |\/0%4rOW| 59 549|345 TNEOUOTE | 55 59g og 7 William | ) 990126.6 [EU9EM 6 966 8.1
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
Ohio WOOdrow | 4 834141 o TNEOUOTE g 517 9o o William|y7g 16alog g [EUGENE g4 16415 7
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Oklahoma Wilson 119,143 47.0 Roosevelt” Taft 90,726 35.8 Debs 41,630 (16.4
Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Oregon Wilson 47,064 34.3 Roosevelt 37,60027.4 Taft 34,673[25.3 Debs 13,34309.7
. Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Pennsylvania Wilson 395,637(32.5 Roosevelt 444,894 36.5 Taft 273,360122.4 Debs 83,614 6.9
Rhode Island |WOOUTOW| 54 415 3g o[Theodore |y o azglpg 7 William o7 205135 6 [EUGENEl, 49 b g
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
South Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Carolina Wilson 48,35595.9 Roosevelt 1,2932.6 Taft 536|1.1 Debs 164 03
Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
South Dakota Wilson 48,942|42.1 Roosevelt 58,811/50.6 Taft o Debs 4,664 4.0
Tennessee | VOOUrOWly 33 11 5 g|TME0dOMe | o) 101 o s William 5 4751040 EUGENe 3 564 11 4
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Texas Wilson 218,921 72.7 Roosevelt 26,7158.9 Taft 28,3109.4 Debs 24,884 8.3
Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Utah Wilson 36,576 32.6 Roosevelt 24,174 21.5 Taft 42,01337.4 Debs 8,999 8.0
Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
\ermont Wilson 15,350 24.4 Roosevelt 22,129(35.2 Taft 23,303(37.1 Debs 928 [1.5
oo Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Virginia Wilson 90,332(65.9 Roosevelt 21,776 15.9 Taft 23,288(17.0 Debs 820 (0.6
. Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
Washington Wilson 86,840 (26.9 Roosevelt 113,698 35.2 Taft 70,44521.8 Debs 40,134 (12.4
... Woodrow Theodore William Eugene
West Virginia Wilson 113,097 142.1 Roosevelt 79,11229.4 Taft 56,754 21.1 Debs 15,2485.7
Wisconsin  \MOOUrOW 4 1 530l41.1[TNE0UOTe | g5 4ag 115 6 Villiam |y 31 5ggl30 7 [EUIENe a3 476 18.4
Wilson Roosevelt Taft Debs
. Woodrow Theodore William _ Eugene
Wyoming Wilson 15,310(36.2 Roosevelt 9,23221.8 Taft 14,560 ~34.4 Debs 2,760 6.5




