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I. A. Summary 

This lesson is designed as part of a Unit on Colonial Society. It uses sections 4.2 Life on the 
farm, 4.3 Life in the city, and 4.6 class differences from the History Alive United States 
textbook middle school series. This Lesson takes approximately two 50 minute class periods. 
The other topics in the chapter would be addressed latter on in the week using separate 
activities not provided. Materials include History Alive Text book United States History. 
Guided reading Compare and Contrast Thinking map, Guided Reading Categorizing Thinking 
map. ABC pre-reading activity and post reading activities, Colonial dress printouts and 
answer key.  

B. Objectives 
1. This lesson addresses Sunshine State Standards S.S. A. 4.3 and S.S. B. 2.3. 
2. Students will use prior knowledge and make predictions about Colonial Society. 
3. Students will use artifact images and secondary sources to predict and determine 

Colonial Social Class. 
4. Student will use thinking maps to organize information, draw comparisons, and 

categorize information 
5. Students will understand the similarities and differences of life on the farm vs. the city 
6. Student will understand and explain the importance and differences in clothing as 

part of one’s social class in colonial society. 
 

C. U.S. History Time Period 
Colonial Society Prior to Colonial tensions with Britain 

 
D. Grade Levels 

The Text book and guided reading thinking maps are geared toward middle school. The 
types of activities can be used for any grade level if you modify them to match the 
curriculum you use. 

 
E. Materials 

A. History Alive Textbook  United States History 
B. 1 Sheet of paper per group to create ABC pre-reading activity  
C. Guided reading comparing map 4.2-4.3   (1per student) 
D. Guided reading categorizing map 4.6  (1per student 
E. Student cards A- L Colonial Social Class Activity (1 copy total) 
F. Cards A-L Teacher’s answers to Colonial Social Class Activity as over heads, power 

point, or smart notebook slides 
G. 1 piece of paper to use as ABC post reading activity (per group or student) 
H. 1 piece of paper  to create colonist journal entry (per person or group) 

 
F. Lesson Time 



Two fifty minute class periods plus optional Journal entry Assessment 
 
II. Lesson Procedures 

A. Start by having students activate their prior knowledge and make predictions about Colonial 
Society. Break students up into groups of 4-5 to make 6 groups. In the groups have students 
on one sheet of paper write the alphabet skipping lines. Display several thought provoking 
questions related to the lesson and chapter for the students to consider. Using the questions 
as guide lines to spark discussion have students write words that describe colonial society 
next to the letter they start with. If you need to save time instead of the whole alphabet pick 
several letters that will target vocabulary, artifacts, documents, ect… that you know you will 
be covering and are important to student comprehension of the unit. Sample questions and 
examples are provided in the activity section. 
 

B.  Print and pass out the guided reading compare and contrast think maps one to each student. 
Now in their groups have students take turns reading aloud only sections 4.2 and 4.3 of the 
History Alive Text books United States History. As they are reading have every student fill out 
there own guided reading compare and contrast thinking map based on the information in the 
text. Some blanks may be word for word some may be a shortened generalization of the 
information and NOT word for word sentences. I have each student fill out one to use as their 
notes to study from home.  

 
C. The teacher should preview information in the Activity by playing the Dress the part game 

from Colonial Williamsburg that the images came from to learn about the items of clothing. 
The link is provided below and in the References. Prior to starting print out the Student Cards 
A-L of colonial people from the various social class with their special clothing items. Do Not 
print and hand out the Answer key labeled Cards A-L with extra text.  Pass out one female 
colonist and one male colonist card to each of the same previous groups. There are a total of 
six females and six males. If you prefer you can pass out the cards in their husband wife 
pairs or mix them up. On a separate sheet of paper have the students try to determine what 
social class and occupation each person holds in society. Have them state what they used to 
make their determinations such as type of fabrics, colors, etc. Have them also guess what the 
special items might be that belong to the colonists. The cards are in the activity section. 

 
http://www.history.org/History/teaching/Dayseries/webactivities/dress/dress.htm  
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IV.  Assessment : Pre and Post Reading Activity 
 

ABC Activity example 
 

A. Apron, Artisan 
B. Buckles, Bright colors 
C. Cotton , cuffs 
D. Delicate fabrics 
E. Embroidery 
F. Fan, Fashionable, Family Farm, Field Hand 
G. Gentry  
H. House slave 
I. Indigo 
J. Jewelry 
K. Kerchief 
L. Linens, Lace, Layers, Lower class, Leather 
M. Master, Middle class 



N. New fashions 
O. Osnabrig 
P. Petticoat, Pocket 
Q. Quilting 
R. Religious dress 
S. Silk, Stockings, Slave 
T. Ties, Trousers 
U. Upper class 
V. Voting rights 
W. Waist coat, walking stick, wig 
X. X Y Z   yeoman  

 

Journal Entry Assessment 

Pretend you are a colonist living the time period. Write a journal entry of what your daily life is 
like. Include where you live, lifestyle, clothing, and daily activities. Be sure your Journal entry 
accurately reflects one of the social classes. Your Journal entry needs to be a full paragraph. It 
needs to use your best grammar and spelling. Finally it needs to fully describe all important 
details in you best handwriting.  

 
 
Topics to be covered in the Entry 
 

• City lifestyle or Farm/Plantation life style 
• Social class job, duties, daily activities 
• Social class style of dress fabrics, colors ect. 
• .Possible rights or lack of rights 

 

Grading scale 

A= • Cover all topics extremely well.  
• Lots of details/descriptions.  
• Extremely accurate with few errors. 

 
B= • Covers topics well.  

• Details and descriptions.  
• Accurate with little errors 

 
C= • Covers some topics well while other need developing.  

• Details in some places lacking in others.  
• Some errors present. 

 
D= • Covers few topics well.  

• Lacks details and confusing in places.  



• Errors present and may interfere with the comprehension of the essay. 
 

F= • Little to no comprehension or effort.  
• Did not follow directions, off topic, illegible or not attempted. 
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