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Document Based Question: Slavery 
By: Deanna Jaroszeski 

Polk County Schools Grade 8 
 

During the first couple of centuries in American history the elite created a life of leisure for 
themselves and a life of servitude for black slaves from Africa.  They were treated horribly as a 
possession and not as a human being.   
 
Read the documents and study the pictures below.  For each document answer the questions 
that follow.  After reading the documents and answering the questions write a composition that 
explains how slaves were treated by the wealthy white plantation owners. 
 

Document A: Sales advertisement for a ship full of slaves 
 

 
 

 
1.) According to the advertisement, what is the product that is being sold? 

 
 
 
 

2.) What disease are they trying to prevent? 
 
 ___________________________________________________________ 
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Document B: Runaway Slave Reward Poster 
 

 
 
 
 

 
3.) According to the news article, who is William Russell willing to pay a $200 reward for? 

 
 
 _________________________________________________________ 
 

4.) Why is a reward being offered? 
 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 

5.) Who are the escaped slaves? 
 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
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Document C : Pamphlet from the Library of Congress 
 

 
 

6.) What type of labor did the slaves do? 
 
  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

7.) How did many slaves die? 
 
  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

8.) Describe the types of restraints the slave owners used. 
 
 
 ___________________________________________________________ 
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Document D : Runaways, Excerpt from 1001 Things Everyone 
 Should Know About African American History  

 
104- The First Runaways  

 Since the first arrival of Africans to British North America, enslaved men and women have 
attempted to escape bondage by running away.  In the seventeenth century Black and white 
indentured servants often tried to escape together.  In 1640 a Black slave who, with six white 
indentured servants, tried to steal a small ship stocked with food and weapons and was charged 
with conspiracy to escape.  That same year a Black servant ran away with two white servants and 
was sentenced to lifetime servitude for his action. 
 
 

9.) Why are the black men, women, children and indentured servants determined to escape 
slavery by running away knowing the punishment if they get caught? 

 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 

10.) How did the slaves try to escape? 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
Document E :  Peter Williams, Jr. 

Hymn #1 
 

 
11.) What is the background of the author of the hymn below? 

 
 
 
 
 
12.)    What does the second verse of the Hymn tell you about slavery? 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
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Part 2 

 
In this part of the assignment you will write a three to five paragraph composition 
describing slavery in the early United States.  You must include information from each of 
the documents as well as what you know about slavery.   

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


