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When the leaders of the United States realized the Articles of Confederation needed revising, 
everyone had an opinion on how the government should be established and where the power 
should lie. While writing the Constitution two major parties developed: Federalists and Ant-
Federalists, each believing the nation should be run according to their plan. The following 
questions will prompt you to consider both parties and their beliefs on how to form the new 
government. At the end you will be required to write essay outlining how the powers of the 
government are divided and how each party feels about the outcome. 
 
 
Document 1: 

 
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?mjmtext:1:./temp/~ammem_hWbn:: 
 

1. Who wrote this statement? Who was he writing to? 
 
 

 
2. What type of powers does the author believe the national government should “be armed 

with positive and complete authority”? 
 

 
 
 
3. What are two examples of the powers? 
 
 
 
4. Does the author support or oppose the Constitution? 

 
 
 
 
 



Document 2: 

 
Digital ID:  bdsdcc c0701 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/bdsdcc.c0701  
 

5. Who wrote this article? In what publications was it originally printed? When was it 
originally printed? 

 
 
6. What rights were not provided for in the new plan [the Constitution]? 

 
 

7. If these rights were taken away, everything will be subject to the control of which group? 
 

 
8. What did the states retain under the Articles of Confederation? 
 

 
 
9. Does the author support or oppose the Constitution? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document 3: 

 
http://www.historyofsupremecourt.org/resources/lp_defines_federalists.htm 
 

10. Which group was supported by the “rich”? Which group was supported by the “poor”? 
 
 
11. Which group supported a strong federal government? 

 
 
12. Which group wanted the states to have more power? 

 
 

 

 

Federalists Anti-Federalists 

Leaders Alexander Hamilton 

John Adams 

George Washington 

Thomas Jefferson 

James Madison 

Types of People 
that supported the 
Party 

Large landowners 

Judges 

Lawyers 

Leading clergymen (preachers) 

Merchants 

Small farmers 

Small landowners 

Debtors 

Main Beliefs The Constitution should have implied 
powers. 

Want a strong federal government 

Believe in limited federal powers—
only enumerated powers 
(specifically stated powers) 

Want strong state governments. 



Document 4: 
 

 
 

13. In which states were most of the Federalists located? 
 
14. In which states were most of the Anti-Federalists located? 

 
 
15. What were the first three states to ratify the Constitution? Were these states considered 

Federalists or Anti-Federalists? 
 
16. Why do you think it took Virginia and New Jersey so long to ratify the Constitution? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Document 5: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call to Freedom, Holt, Rinehart, Winston: 2005. page 209. 
 

1. Did the federal government have more power under the Articles of Confederation or the 
Constitution? 

 
2. What about the Articles of Confederation caused problems for the United States? 

 
 
3. What are 5 differences between the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution? 
 
4. Would the Federalists support the Articles of Confederation or the Constitution? Explain. 

 
 
5. Would the Anti-federalists support the Articles of Confederation or the Constitution? 

Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Final Question: 
Write a 5 paragraph essay answering the following question. Use at least 3 examples from 
sources above to support your answer. 
 
Explain why the Framer’s of the United States Constitution ultimately decided to give more 
power to the Federal government rather than the state governments, be sure to include the 
Federalists and Anti-federalists views of the outcome.  
 
 
 
 

Question Numbers Points Value Total Points 
Primary Source Readings—
Adams and Bryan 

2 points each 18 

Federalist vs. Anti-Federalist 
Chart 

3 points each 9 

Map Questions 3 points each 12 
Articles of Confederation vs. 
Constitution Questions 

4 points each 20 

Total  59 
 
 

Essay Requirements Points Value 
Answers question thoroughly 20 points 
Provides at least 3 examples from sources 15 points 
Correct sentence structure, punctuation, 
spelling, grammar, etc. 

10 points 

Total 45 
 
 

Total DBQ Points Value 
Source Questions 59 
Essay 45 
Total 104 
 


