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In the years following the American Revolution, the United States began to 
develop its own unique culture. Even in the early stage America was a 
hodgepodge of cultures; during this time American began to blend all of 
the cultures together to create its own. A nation’s culture is expressed in 
its literature and artwork. 
 
In this assignment you will answer questions about 6 works of art or literature. At the end you will 
use the information gathered from the previous questions to answer the following essay question. 
 

 
 
Document A: 
The following selection is from the short story “Rip Van Winkle” written by Washington Irving. 
Read the selection and then answer the questions that follow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Choose three words from the passage that best describe Rip Van Winkle? 
 

 
2. How does Irving describe Rip’s wife? 
 

 
3. Based on this paragraph, what lesson is Irving trying to teach the readers of his short 

story? 
 
 
 
 



Document B: 
 
The following selection is from The Last of the Mohicans, by James Fenimore Cooper. 

4. What is happening in this passage? 
 
 
5. What image of Native Americans does this passage portray? 

 
 
 
Document C: 
The passage below is an excerpt from Catherine Marie Sedgwick’s novel, Married or Single?. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. How does the speaker in the passage feel about marriage? 
 
 
7. What fills the speaker with dread? 

 



8. In a time period when women are expected to get married, why is Sedgwick writing this 
novel? 

 
 
 
 
Document D: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The painting above, named The Death of Major Pearson, is the work of John Singleton Copley. 
The style of Copley’s painting is much like the English style. This work was created before 
America began to develop it’s own sense of culture. Answer the following questions with this in 
mind. 
 
 
 

9. What is happening the painting? 
 
 
 

10. What is the first thing you notice when you look at the painting? 
 
 
 

11. What is most interesting about this painting? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document E: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This painting, The Falls  
of the Katerskills, by  
Thomas Cole is an  
example of American 
artwork.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12. What is the first thing you notice in this painting? 
 
 
13. What is most interesting in the painting? 

 
 

14. How is Cole’s painting different than Copley’s painting? 
 
 
 

15. How does this difference show the developing American culture? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document F: 
 
 
Raftsmen  
playing cards, by 
George Caleb 
Bingham. In all of  
Bingham’s 
paintings he tried  
to portray real  
Life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16. What is going on in this painting? 
 
 
17. What is the first thing you notice in this painting? 

 
 

18. What is most interesting in this painting? 
 
 

19. What are the similarities in Bingham and Cole’s paintings? 
 
 

20. What differences are there in Bingham and Copley’s paintings? 
 

 
 
 
Use your answers above to answer the following essay question. Your essay should consist of 5 
paragraphs: an introduction, 3 body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Be sure to use examples from 
the reading selections and paintings. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 

Question Numbers Points Value Total Points 
“Rip Van Winkle”— 
3 questions 

2 points each 6 

The Last of the Mohicans— 
2 questions 

2 points each 4 

Married or Single?— 
3 questions 

2 points each 6 

Copley Painting— 
3 questions 

2 points each 6 

Cole Painting— 
4 questions 

2 points each 8 

Bingham Painting— 
5 questions 

2 points each 10 

Total  40 
 
 

Essay Requirements Points Value 
Answers question thoroughly 20 points 
Provides at least 3 examples from 
sources 

15 points 

Correct sentence structure, punctuation, 
spelling, grammar, etc. 

10 points 

Total 45 
 
 

Total DBQ Points Value 
Source Questions 40 
Essay 45 
Total 95 
 


