
 

The Cold War: In the 1950’s was the United States ever in 
danger of nuclear attack on the mainland? 

 
Middle School 8th grade 

Delphine Kendrick 
Jewett Academy Middle 

 
DIRECTION: Analyze the following documents.  Use the documents and your 
knowledge of American history, to answer the questions that follow each document.  
Your answers will help you write a short essay related to the documents.  
 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: �

The cold war was a pivotal era in the twentieth century. The term cold war itself, 

popularized in a 1946 speech by Prime Minister Winston Churchill of Britain, describes 

the ideological struggle between democracy and ���������  that began shortly after 

the end of ��	
���
	���  and lasted until 1991. For the foreign policy of the United 

States, the cold war defined the last half of the twentieth century. It was a war of ideas, of 

threats, and of actual fighting in the countries of Korea and Vietnam, pitting western 

nations against the Soviet and China and their Communist allies…….. The intensity of 

domestic fears grew in 1949, following the announcement by President Truman that the 

Soviets had developed the atomic bomb. Only a year later, the ��	�
���
	  broke out. 

These events ushered in a period of bomb shelters; air raid drills in schools; civilian anti-

Communist organizations; and suspicion of anyone whose ideas, behavior, personal life, 

or appearance suggested belief in or sympathy for Communism. Terms like Pinko, Red, 

and Communist sympathizer found their way into the national vocabulary. 

http://law.jrank.org/pages/5352/Cold-War.html 

QUESTION: 
With superpowers in the east and west testing powerful nuclear weapons, the people 
of the United States race for protection in the 1950’s.  The Soviet Union and its allies 
threaten American with mass destruction. Were these legitimate fears or was this 
more propaganda to keep the people in fear? Your answer will determine the 
viewpoint in your essay. Write an essay explaining the reasons why the historical 
resources show the United States’ mainland was in danger of nuclear attack, OR 
write reasons why the historical sources show there was not a nuclear threat to the 
United States mainland. 



 
 
Document #1 

 
                           



http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documentdate=1945-07-
17&documentid=79&studycollectionid=abomb&pagenumber=1 
 
 

1. According to the first paragraphs who has the power to allow the use of bombs during 
the Japanese and U.S. war? 

2. In second paragraph which country has ended it’s war with the U.S? 

3. What would happen if U.S. chose to use the atomic bomb? 

4. What date was this written? 

5. What might happen to the U.S. cities an other cities in other countrys, if the President 
chooses to use nuclear force? 

 

Document #2 

1945 Timeline 

October 18: Lavrentii Beria, head of the Soviet secret police and in charge of the Soviet 
nuclear program, is provided top-secret details on the U.S. plutonium bomb by a spy 
working inside Los Alamos. USSR  

November 23: The USSR concludes a secret agreement with Czechoslovakia granting the 
Soviet Union exclusive rights to all uranium mined within Czechoslovakia. USSR  

December 24: U.S. Embassy in Moscow warns of an all-out effort by USSR to build 
atomic bomb. US 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/bomb/timeline/indextxt.html 

6. Who was responsible for this timeline? 

7.What was the USSR doing with their nuclear program and how did they get U.S. 
information? 

Document #3 

Timeline of the Nuclear Age 

����  

���������	�
�����
�����
������

�
����������������� ����
�����
��������������
�������
�����������������������������������



�������� !�
����
�"����#��������������
�����"���
�� �����$�����"������"�����$������������
��"������%��%���

������
���������	�
�#������
������������
�������
��������& ���"��#�
���������
�����
����
��'����
���������������������
���������� ��
�����
���"�(�����)�
��%����������������"���"�
����� ��"����"���������$�

�������������������
����������$��
��������*�����)���

������
��$���%���
�+�
����"�*���������������$��
���%������ ���
��
��%��
��"����,��������-�
.������������
/���%��� �
����
��'����
���������%��%-�01��������-0 ���
���
��"����������'�����2
���"
-�
+�
������-������������"�����3��������
���
/���%��� !�
�*�����4$��"�
����
�������������������� �
����"�����-�0����-0����(��������+������
2����"�������"����!5�6��������
���

������
+���
��!��
����
��������������������"�
����%��%��4$ ��"�
�����������������%������2����
�����
��0����0���"������%��%���

������
������!�
�#������
��"�������%�����"������%��%�"�
�� ���
���
��"����'������+������0')+7/0���
�
������"����!6�8��������
��)�"���������������������� �
��������
���"��
���"�������%����
�����
%������
+$����!���������9�
�1������
������"����/$$��������: 
������������
�����������
����
�
��������
������������
��$���%��� 5�
�#���*���&������
-��������
��+������� ���������$�����"�
�%������-��
�
�������"���

������
#���*�����)��"�$���
�����
���������%��%��
-�'������ "�'�
�����
#���*����"�����"�����������
�����"���
�������"����� $������������������$��
���
&����%������
�#������
���������
����"��������
���
� �������"�%�������������*����;������
���
����"����!�9��������
��#���"�����$������
����"�%��+ �"���������������

���	��
����!3�
����
��'����
��1
%��%��4$��"�"����.���
���
 �2
���"��#�������"���
�%��������55�
�
 55��������
��2����
���

�������4$����"���
������<�
�#���*����"�&�����
�2�������������+������( ������+�������
�������"��#����������
��
$���
����������������
���"�$����
������
�������� �����%�������������$��������$��$�
�
���
+���
���9�
�#����������*�������������
�����
����

� ���������������������������������
%����
������

������
��$���%���!<�
����
����"�������"�����������
�-�0)�� ����-0������
��������&���"��#�
��������2��
��"�������"����!�	��������
���
&����%���8�
�'������:
����
��������
����

��������� ���������%��%���
���#���%��%���"�������"�
���!�8��������
���
/���%���
������"�
����
��������������������������'� �����:
�=��"
����������������$��4-�

��"��������"
������"������������������������
$���� ���

���
��
�������
����
�"����(�
��������
���
�����"����
����� ���!<36�*����+������(������+���������
�$���"��������������%�������������������%�������'�� �������"�+���������������������$���
"�
������������������
&����%���!<38������$���%���!<9!�
�*���-�*���-���"�* �����)���%
�����������������
������������������������
�
���

������
�����<�
�#������
��*����������
�����������

���
��$ �%���
�%������������
������
���������
/���%��� !�
�#���*����"�$���
��������
���$��������� ������������������%����
������

����>2.'�?-�
����+���
�@���

http://www.atomicarchive.com/Timeline/Time1950.shtml 



 

8. In 1950 who confesses to being a spy while working on a U.S. nuclear project? 

9. What event happened in  1953? Was it a cause for fear in the United States?  Why or 
Why not? 

 

10. In 1955 which country was successful in testing their nuclear weapon? 

 

Document #4 
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�#$%&$''(%'"����#���#���
���
 ������ �
�
�
����� ���� Who occupied more territory, according to the map, United States or Communist 
countries? 
     12. What do you think the United was trying to prevent based on this map? 
  

Document #5 
Effects of Atomic Weapons 

  
�

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_8adFNycaanI/SQzM5unfneI/A AAAAAAAAM4/aiT0--
H4Mcs/s400/EAW+1950+4.JPG  

 13. What does the chart prove about radiation in bombs? 

 

 

14. Who was responsible for this document? 

 

 

 

 

 



                         Document #6 

 

 

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/modu les/protest/mss.21-3369-20.jpg  

     15. Who was responsible for this document? 

      16. What were the dates the document referred to? 

      17. What was the United States and Great Britain compared to? 

      18. What crisis does this document indicate and what are they urging the citizens 



             to do? 

Document 7 

  

���$ABB�����"���������
����"$��

���B�558B!�B$�������� $� �

19. List the items found on this aerial picture of Cuba? 

 

20. What do you think these missiles were doing in Cuba? 

 

21.  Was Cuba a Capitalist country or Communist? 

22.  Why do you think the U.S. took this picture of Cuba? 



 

�

Document #8 

&�������(4$��
�����������������

·  Step 1: Know the effects of nuclear explosions.  
·  Step 2: Know the facts about radioactive fallout.  
·  Step 3: Know the warning signal and have a battery-powered radio.  
·  Step 4: Know how to take shelter.  
·  Step 5: Have fourteen days emergency supplies.  
·  Step 6: Know how to prevent and fight fires.  
·  Step 7: Know first aid and home nursing.  
·  Step 8: Know emergency cleanliness.  
·  Step 9: Know how to get rid of radioactive dust.  
·  Step 10: Know your municipal plans.  
·  Step 11: Have a plan for your family and yourself.  

���$ABB������6�����B
������B��"�4���� �

� �� Where do you think they advertised this list? 

24.  Who was responsible for creating this list, the government or citizens? 
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25. What date was this Radio address given?   

26. Is this a primary or secondary source?  How do you know? 

 

27. According to the 3rd paragraph what did the surveillance find in Cuba? 

 

28. Could the missiles reach the United states if launched from this area based on this radio address.? How do you 
know? 



 29. What was the sixth thing the president called for?  

 

 

 
 
 
Document #10 
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30. What state did this newspaper come from?  What was the date of the paper? 

31. What threat was aimed at the United States? 

32. Was the citizens of the United States aware of the missile threat? 



33. Why did the reporter think the Nuclear threat was over? 

 
 
 
 
Now you are ready to write your essay, using your own knowledge and the answers 
you have found in the documents.  Based on the historical document write reasons 
why the historical resources show the United States’ mainland was in danger of 
nuclear attack or write reasons why the historical sources show there was not a 
nuclear threat to the United States mainland. 
 

Rubric Checklist 
 
Does your essay: 
 

o Address all aspects of the question by analyzing, and 
interpreting at least four documents. 

 
o Include information provided by the document. 

 
o Incorporate relevant background information that 

addresses your theme 
 

o Support your arguments with facts. 
 

o Include a clear and logical format 
 

o Have a summation of the theme. 
 


