The Cold War: In the 1950’s was the United Statesver in
danger of nuclear attack on the mainland?

Middle School 8" grade
Delphine Kendrick
Jewett Academy Middle

DIRECTION: Analyze the following documents. Use tle documents and your
knowledge of American history, to answer the questins that follow each document.
Your answers will help you write a short essay relad to the documents.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT:
The cold war was a pivotal era in the twentiethtegn The terncold waritself,
popularized in a 1946 speech by Prime Minister \dim&hurchill of Britain, describes

the ideological struggle between democracy and that began shortly after
the end of and lasted until 1991. For the foreign policyué United

States, the cold war defined the last half of whentieth century. It was a war of ideas, of
threats, and of actual fighting in the countrie&ofea and Vietnam, pitting western
nations against the Soviet and China and their Conmsnallies........ The intensity of
domestic fears grew in 1949, following the annoumeet by President Truman that the
Soviets had developed the atomic bomb. Only a lggar, the broke out.

These events ushered in a period of bomb she#iensgid drills in schools; civilian anti-
Communist organizations; and suspicion of anyonesehdeas, behavior, personal life,
or appearance suggested belief in or sympathy donr@unism. Terms like Pinko, Red,
and Communist sympathizer found their way intorthBonal vocabulary.

http://law.jrank.org/pages/5352/Cold-War.html

QUESTION:

With superpowers in the east and west testing powkid nuclear weapons, the people
of the United States race for protection in the 198s. The Soviet Union and its allieg
threaten American with mass destruction. Were theskgitimate fears or was this
more propaganda to keep the people in fear? Your awer will determine the
viewpoint in your essay. Write an essay explaininthe reasons why the historical
resources show the United States’ mainland was iradger of nuclear attack, OR
write reasons why the historical sources show themgasnot a nuclear threat to the
United States mainland.




Document #1
EASLOIRN ISR —_— .

July 17, 1945

A PETITION TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

Discoveries of which the people of the United States are not aware may affect
the welfare of this nation in the near future. The liberation of atomic power which has
been achieved places atomic bombs in the hands of the Army. It places in your hands, as
Commander—in—Chief, the fateful decision whether or not to sanction the use of such bombs
in the present phase of the war against Japan. .

We, the undersigned scientists, have been working in the field of atomic power.
Until recently we have had to fear that the United States might be attacked by atomic bombs
during this war and that her only defense might lie in a counterattack by the same means.
Today, with the defeat of Germany, this danger is averted and we feel impellsd to say what

follows:

The war has to be brought speedily to a successful conclusion and attacks by
atomie bombs may wery well be an effective method of warfare. We feel, however, that such
attacks on Japan could not be justified, at least not unless the terms which will be im—
posed after the war on Japan were made public in detail and Japan were given an opportunity

to surrender.

If such public announcement gave assurance to the Japanese that they could look
forward to a life devoted to peaceful pursuits in their homeland and if Japan still re=—
fused to surrender our nation might themn, in certain circumstances, find itself forced to
resort to the use of atomic bombs. Such & step, however, ought not to be made at any time
without seriously considering the moral responsibilities which are involved.

The development of atomic power will provide the nations with new means of
destruction. The atomic bombs at our disposal represent only the first step in this -
direction, and there is almost no limit to the destructive power which will become avail—
able in the course of their future development. Thus a nation which sets the precedent
of using these newly liberated foreces of nature for purposes of destruction may have to
bear the responsibility of copening the door to an era of devastation on an unimaginable

scale.

If after this war a situation is allowed to develop in the world which permits
rivel powers to be in uncontrolled possession of these new means of destruction, the cities
of the United States as well as the cities of other nations will be in continuous danger of
sudden annihilation. 411l the resources of the United States, moral and material, may hawve
to be mobilized to prevent the advent of such a world situation. Its prevention is at
present the solemn responsibility of the United States--singled out by virtue of her lead

in the field of atomiec power.

The added material strength which this lead gives to the United States brings
with it the obligation of restraint and if we were to violate this obligation cur moral
position would be weakened in the eyes of the world and in our own eyes. It would then
be more difficult for us to live up to our responsibility of bringing the unloosened forces

of destruction under control.

In view of the foregoing, we, the undersigned, respectfully petition: first,
that you exercise your power as Commander-in—Chief, to rule that the United States shall
not resort to the use of atomic bombs in this war unless the terms which will be imposed
upon Japan have been made public in detail and Japan knowing these terms has refused to
surrender; second, that in such an event the guestion whether or not to use atomic bombs
be decided by you in the light of the considerations presented in this petition as well as
all the other moral responsibilities which are involved. :

 Midaeow_ %.—& ?d%- !




http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study a@ations/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documerttih-07-
17&documentid=79&studycollectionid=abomb&pagenumtier

1. According to the first paragraphs who has the pdawallow the use of bombs during
the Japanese and U.S. war?

2. In second paragraph which country has ended #iswith the U.S?
3. What would happen if U.S. chose to use the atdoomb?
4. What date was this written?

5. What might happen to the U.S. cities an otheesiiin other countrys, if the President
chooses to use nuclear force?

Document #2
1945 Timeline
October 18; Lavrentii Berjdhead of the Soviet secret police and in chargaetoviet

nuclear program, is provided top-secret detailthenU.S. plutonium bomb by a spy
working inside_Los AlamadJSSR

November 23: The USSR concludes a secret agreemithnCzechoslovakia granting the
Soviet Union exclusive rights to all uranium mineihin Czechoslovakia. USSR

December 24: U.S. Embassy in Moscow warns of aauleffort by USSR to build
atomic bomb. US

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/bomb/timeline/indextxthtml

6. Who was responsible for this timeline?

7What was the USSR doing with their nuclear progeara how did they get U.S.
information?

Document #3

Timeline of the Nuclear Age
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8.1n 1950 who confesses to being a spy while working U.S. nuclear project?

9. What event happened i1953? Was it a cause for fear in the United Statéy or
Why not?

10.1n 1955 which country was successful in testingrtheclear weapon?

Document #4

SOVIET UNION




" " #3%&S" (N # #

Who occupied more territory, according to the mapited States or Communist
countries?
12.What do you think the United was trying to previeased on this map?

Document #5
Effects of Atomic Weapons
270 RESIDUAL NUCLEAR RADIATIONS AND CONTAMINATION

Errecr oF Low Air Bunst

8.64 Atomic bombs were exploded experimentally at low altitudes
at Alamogordo and at Eniwetok., Radioactive contamination of the
ground was many times greater than for the high-altitude bursts, due
to the fact that the ball of fire touched the earth's surface. The
radioactivity near the center of the explosion resulted partly from
condensation of fission products upon contact with the ground, and
partly from radioactivity induced by neutrons. The approximate
radiation dosage rates, in roentgens per hour, measured on the ground
at Alamogordo, 1 hour after the detonation had taken place at a
height of 100 feet, are given in Table 8,64 for various distances from
ground zero.

TanLe 8.04
RADIATION DOSAGE RATE ON GROUND ONE HOUR AFTER
EXPLOSION
Distanee fmmﬂnﬂ L] m;ﬁr
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00 600
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http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_8adFNycaanl/SQzM5unfnel/A  AAAAAAAAM4/aiTO--
H4Mcs/s400/EAW+1950+4.JPG

13. What does the chart prove about radiation in bombs?

14. Who was responsible for this document?



Document #6

SEVEN DAYS THAT
SHOOK THE WORLD

. In the seven days between October 21st and 27th, 1962, the
world was dragged nearer to nuclear war than ever before.

This was the most dangerous week in the history of mankind.

If nuclear war had broken out, Britain would have been
obliterated. About 400 megatons—a small fraction of the
Russian stock of H-bombs, but equivalent to 20,000 Hiroshima
bombs—would be ample to rub Britain off the map.

FOR BRITAIN IS TO AMERICA WHAT
CUBA WAS TO RUSSIA: AN ADVANCE
MISSILE BASE, NEAR ENOUGH TO HIT
RUSSIAN CITIES WITH INTERMEDIATE-
RANGE MISSILES.

But note that the British Government was not consulted during
the world’s biggest-ever crisis week. The British bomb, in-
tended to give us prestige and influence with the Americans,
made not the slightest bit of difference. President Kennedy
madde his plans first, and told Macmillan about them after-
wards.

Crisis week is now over. BUT IT COULD HAPPEN AGAIN.
The missile bases in Cuba are being dismantled—but there
remain missile bases all over the world. AND NOWHERE IS
THERE A HIGHER CONCENTRATION THAN IN BRITAIN.

The next crisis may not end like the last. The world will
not be safe until ALL nuclear bases are dismantled, and ALL
nuclear weapons are abolished.

DON'T JUST SIT BACK AND WAIT FOR THE NEXT CRISIS.
YOU HAVE A VOICE: USE IT. WE ARE WORKING FOR A
BRITISH LEAD. WHY NOT JOIN US ?

— v s o e [ QAT Off NEre m— v——— —

If you wish to heip and want further information about our
activities fill in this form and send it to the

CAMPAIGN FOR 2 Carthusian Street
NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT London, EC.1

RAME & o bt i R AGE .........
ADDRESS .............. Siefic 2 SR B (€
....................................... DONATION

Cesevsaniaees veane

Published by Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, 2 Carthusian Street, London, B.C.L
Prinied by QB Lud., Newspaper Prioers, Colcliester, Essex

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/modu les/protest/mss.21-3369-20.jpg

15. Who was responsible for this document?
16. What were the dates the document referrett?
17. What was the United States and Great Bdtn compared to?

18. What crisis does this document indicatend what are they urging the citizens



to do?

Document 7

ILE TRANSPORTERS
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19. List the items found on this aerial picture ofCuba?

20. What do you think these missiles were doing iGuba?

21. Was Cuba a Capitalist country or Communist?

22. Why do you think the U.S. took this picture ofCuba?



Document #8

& (4%

Step 1 Know the effects of nuclear explosions.
Step 2 Know the facts about radioactive fallout.
Step 3 Know the warning signal and have a battery-poweré radio.
Step 4 Know how to take shelter.

Step 5 Have fourteen days emergency supplies.
Step 8 Know how to prevent and fight fires.

Step 7 Know first aid and home nursing.

Step 8 Know emergency cleanliness.

Step 9 Know how to get rid of radioactive dust.
Step 10 Know your municipal plans.

Step 11 Have a plan for your family and yourself.

$ABB 6 B B "4

Where do you think they advertised this list?
24. Who was responsible for creating this lis¢, government or citizens?

Document #9
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http://everything2.com/title/Cold%2520War%2520Document%2520and%2520Speech%2520Meta%2520Node%2520

25. What date was this Radio address given?

26. Is this a primary or secondary source? How dokyoaw?
27. According to the "8 paragraph what did the surveillance find in Cuba?

28. Could the missiles reach the United states ti¢hied from this area based on this radio addréssa?do you
know?



29. What was the sixth thing the president calle@ for

Document #10

http://blogs.lubbockonline.com/centennial/images/62 Cuban4.jpg

30. What state did this newspaper come from? What was the date of the paper?
31. What threat was aimed at the United States?

32. Was the citizens of the United States aware of the missile threat?



33. Why did the reporter think the Nuclear threat was over?

Now you are ready to write your essay, using yournen knowledge and the answers
you have found in the documents. Based on the hisical document write reasons
why the historical resources show the United Statemainland was in danger of
nuclear attack or write reasons why the historicakources show there wasot a
nuclear threat to the United States mainland.

Rubric Checklist

Does your essay:

o Address all aspects of the question by analyzingnd
interpreting at least four documents.

o Include information provided by the document.

o Incorporate relevant background information that
addresses your theme

0 Support your arguments with facts.
o Include a clear and logical format

o0 Have a summation of the theme.




