
Buzzing Toward g
Reading Excellence 

With English 
L LLanguage Learners



Middleton-Burney Elementary
Crescent City, Florida



Florida Rate of LEP Growth 
1994/1995 2004/20051994/1995    - 2004/2005



School DemographicsSchool Demographics

• Located in Putnam County*

P K th h 3rd d h l• Pre-K through 3rd grade school

• Student Enrollment – 702 students• Student Enrollment – 702 students

• Hispanic population – 50%p p p

• Teachers – 50 (most ESOL endorsed)

*Putnam County ranks at highest poverty level of all 67 Florida counties.
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Student Gains
(Based on the Year to Year Report)
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How does Middleton-Burney meet the y
reading needs of its ELL population?

• Data Analysis

• Professional Development

• Effective Strategies

• Technology

• Parent/Community Connection



Data Analysis

• DIBELS

• Progress Monitoring

• Data Meetings



Professional DevelopmentProfessional Development

• Reading FirstReading First
• Reading coach
• Regional coordinator in conjunctionRegional coordinator in conjunction     

with NEFEC school support
• ESOL endorsementESOL endorsement 
• Florida Reading 

Initiative (FRI)Initiative (FRI)



Principles for Working with p g
English Language Learners

• Increase comprehension

• Use native language

• Increase student interaction

• Develop higher level thinking



Reading Strategies to Support 
ELL Principles

Increase comprehension with visual 
representations:representations:

• yes/no signals
• pictures/objects
• demonstrations
• gestures

i l ti• manipulatives

Native Language:
• bilingual support



Student Interaction:Student Interaction:
• cooperative learning
• group-based activitiesgroup based activities
• paraphrasing
• teacher-student conversations
• paired student conversations

• Mix and Match
• Inside/Outside Circle• Inside/Outside Circle

Higher Level Thinking:Higher Level Thinking:
• question extension cards 
• guessing gamesg g g
• graphic organizers



Question Extension Cards



Integrating TechnologyIntegrating Technology

• Presentation techniques• Presentation techniques
• Smart Boards
• Web based lessons• Web-based lessons

• video streaming

• Student Practice
• Smart Board centers• Smart Board centers
• Electronic lessons
• Computer programs• Computer programs



P t/C it C tiParent/Community Connection

• Parents

• Volunteers

• Community



ParentParent

InvolvementInvolvement



Volunteer
At S h lAt School

Parents andParents and 
Grandparents



R l tlRelentless



Contact InformationContact Information
Principal: Carolyn Radtke 

dtk @ t h lcradtke@putnamschools.org 

Reading Coach: Jan Guzman 
jguzman@putnamschools.org

RFPD Regional Coordinator: Jan Stiers g
jstiers@mail.ucf.edu

NEFEC School Support: Cindy CranfordNEFEC School Support: Cindy Cranford 
cranfordc@nefec.org

School Phone:  (386) 698-1238
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