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RReebbeeccaa  KKoocchh,,  AAssssiissttaanntt  PPrriinncciippaall,,  OOlliivveerr  HHoooovveerr  EElleemmeennttaarryy  
    
DDrr..  RReebbeeccaa  KKoocchh  oobbttaaiinneedd  hheerr  DDooccttoorraattee  ooff  PPhhiilloossoopphhyy  ffrroomm  FFlloorriiddaa  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  
UUnniivveerrssiittyy..    SShhee  hhoollddss  aaddddiittiioonnaall  MMaasstteerr  ddeeggrreeeess  iinn  SScciieennccee  aanndd  AArrttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  
ooff  MMiiaammii  aanndd  aa  BB..AA..  ffrroomm  QQuueeeennss  CCoolllleeggee  iinn  NN..  YY..  CCiittyy..                    DDrr..  KKoocchh  hhaass  eexxtteennssiivvee  
pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  eexxppeerriieennccee  aass  aann  eedduuccaattoorr..  PPrreesseennttllyy,,  sshhee  iiss  aann  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  aatt  MMiiaammii--
DDaaddee  CCoouunnttyy  PPuubblliicc  SScchhoooollss,,  sseerrvviinngg  aass  AAssssiissttaanntt  PPrriinncciippaall  aatt  OOlliivveerr  HHoooovveerr  
EElleemmeennttaarryy..        SShhee  hhaass  wwoorrkkeedd          aass  AAddjjuunncctt  PPrrooffeessssoorr  aatt  sseevveerraall  llooccaall  uunniivveerrssiittiieess,,  
iinncclluuddiinngg  SStt..  TThhoommaass  UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,  MMiiaammii  DDaaddee  CCoolllleeggee  aanndd  UUnniioonn  CCoolllleeggee..      AAss  aann  iinnvviitteedd  
gguueesstt  lleeccttuurreerr  sshhee  hhaass  pprreesseenntteedd  ffoorr  pprree--sseerrvviiccee  tteeaacchheerrss  aatt  FFlloorriiddaa  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  
UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,  tthhee  MMiiaammii  MMeennttaall  HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  tthhee  AArrcchhddiioocceessee  ooff  MMiiaammii..      SShhee  rreecceennttllyy  
pprreesseenntteedd  iinn  aa  NNaattiioonnaall  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  iinn  MMiinnnneeaappoolliiss,,  MMiinnnneessoottaa,,  oonn  tthhee  HHiissppaanniicc  CChhiilldd  
aanndd  tthhee  FFuullll  SSeerrvviiccee  SScchhooooll..    AAddddiittiioonnaallllyy,,  sshhee  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  aa  tteeaamm  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  oonn  
TThhee  VViissiioonn  iiss  tthhee  CChhiilldd  iinn  MMiiaammii,,  FFlloorriiddaa,,  eemmpphhaassiizziinngg  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  ffooccuussiinngg  oonn  tthhee  
eexxcceeppttiioonnaall  ssttuuddeennttss’’  lleeaarrnniinngg  ssttyylleess..   
 
Eva Rodriguez, Reading Coach, OOlliivveerr  HHoooovveerr  EElleemmeennttaarryy  
  
TTBBAA  
  
EEllaaiinnee  GGeennoo,,  SSPPEEDD  TTeeaacchheerr,,  OOlliivveerr  HHoooovveerr  EElleemmeennttaarryy  
  
TBA 
 
 
 
 



Closing the Learning Gap: Unlocking the Mysteries of Progressive 
Learning  
   
Abstract 
 
Nationally, student learning data reveals that student reading performance 
decreases each year from grade to grade(1).  ESOL and SPED students function 
at a wider gap margin from the regular education counterparts.  This presentation 
addresses strategies to improve the intensity of progressive instruction and 
efforts to close the performance gap. ESOL and SPED students performance 
gap.  
 
Introduction  
As we examine national longitudinal data, it is observable that students drop their 
reading performance from 2nd grade to 3rd, 3rd to 4th and 4th to 5th and so on.  
Additionally, ESOL and SPED students function at a widening gap margin from 
their regular education counterparts.  What can be done to increase student 
performance?  How do educators improve the breath and depth of the students’ 
reading ability?  This is not a mystery and thanks to educational research efforts 
these issues can be tackled with great effectiveness.  
   
Objectives  
To learn how to identify a school’s available data.    
To utilize tools like the School Improvement Plan to promote continued reading 
progression in subsequent grade levels.  
To look at educational practices that may prevent an appropriate instructional 
pace.  
To review Educators Best Practices to increase student reading abilities.  
   
Content  
The team will present the latest research information on how to close the 
performance gap.  Participants will explore how the use of data helps to target 
their specific populations.  Further, the team will show how item analysis of 
instructional benchmarks, teaching pace, and the identification of instructional 
steps help attain the levels of performance expectancy.  
A summary will be included of sound educational planning strategies.  
   
Method of Presentation  
A team consisting of the Principal, Assistant Principal for Curriculum, Reading 
Coach, and a Teacher will facilitate this Power Point presentation with active 
involvement from the participants.    The team will provide handouts with 
bibliography, theoretical perspectives and strategic approaches explained in the 
presentation.  

   
1.        U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 
The Condition of Education 2003. NCES 2003-067.  
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