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Science Fair Research Paper Outline

The goal of this outline is to help you organize your research information and develop a good hypothesis. Answer all questions using complete sentences.

I. Purpose

A.  State your purpose. _______________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

B. Give a logical reason someone might be interested in your purpose. ________

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

II. Dependent Variable

A.  State your dependent variable. This will be the effect that you are looking to measure in your experiment.


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


B.  Give three to five facts as they apply to this experiment about your dependent 
variable.

1) __________________________________________________________ 


__________________________________________________________ 

2) __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

3) __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

4) __________________________________________________________ 


__________________________________________________________

5) __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

III. Independent Variable

A.  State your dependent variable. This will be the cause of the changes in your experiment.

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


B.  Give three to five facts as they apply to this experiment about your dependent 
variable.

1) __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

2) __________________________________________________________ 


__________________________________________________________

3) __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

4) __________________________________________________________ 


__________________________________________________________

5) __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

IV. Independent Variable (2)
A.  State your other dependent variable. This may be your control group.

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


B.  Give three to five facts as they apply to this experiment about this independent 
variable.

1) __________________________________________________________ 


__________________________________________________________ 

2) __________________________________________________________ 


__________________________________________________________

3) __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

4) __________________________________________________________ 


__________________________________________________________

5) __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

V. Hypothesis

Write your hypothesis using the if/then format. The first part will tell what you are doing and the second part will tell the results you expect.

__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


b) Remember that a hypothesis is an educated guess. Using the information you wrote about your variables in questions 2, 3 and 4, explain how you arrived at your hypothesis (i.e. give your reasons). 


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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