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1. DIRECTOR INFORMATION LETTER - This letter is intended to provide general information 

directors will need to share with students, parents and administration. 

2. AUDITION INFORMATION - This document explains the implementation of the audition.   

3. AUDITION GUIDE - This script will be used to implement the audition.  Directors must follow 

the script exactly.  Any deviation, stopping, or cuts will disqualify the recording.  For 

confidentiality reasons, it is suggested directors use an adult or capable student to read the 

script.  This audition must use the honor system.  Do not rehearse the actual exercises with 

ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ άŜŎƘƻέ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

4. RUBRIC ς This tool will be used to assess the auditions.  Directors are encouraged to share 

this information with students as they prepare for their recording. 

5. AUDITION FORM - This document will be used as a cover form for each Audition CD 

submitted.  The log will match TRACK # -- AUDITION # -- STUDENT NAME.  It is critical that 

you check and double check your final submission form and CD.  Make sure the CD plays in 

both a computer and standard player.  Processing time is limited and mistakes may 

disqualify your submission.   

6. STUDENT INFORMATION & FORMS 

¶ STUDENT REGISTRATION FORM 

¶ PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT & FIELD TRIP PERMISSION FORM 

¶ IMAGE & TECHNOLOGY CONSENT FORM 

Teachers are responsible for collection and submission of all forms along with the audition 

recording for each student.  Incomplete or missing forms will disqualify the audition.  All 

forms must be legible - programs and name tags will be printed from the information 

submitted.  Please review and double check your work for accuracy.  All required forms and 

recordings must be in the hands of Suzi Lambert, Harrison School for the Arts or Beth 

Cummings, Fine Arts Office no later than 4pm by the deadline date.   

 

 



 

 

POLK ALL-COUNTY CHORUS DIRECTOR INFORMATION 
 
  

 
 
Polk County Choral Directors, 
 
The 2009 Polk County All-County Choral Festival is upon us.  Each year, the All-County Chorus 
Festival brings talented 6th-12th grade students together to produce high caliber musical 
ensembles. It is also an amazing validation of excellence in music education produced in the 
choral music classrooms of Polk County.   
 
Please consider the following as you prepare to submit students for this honor: 

¶ Directors will audition/record each student recommended, participate in the assessment 
process, distribute and collect all materials in a timely manner, assist with 
rehearsals/performances and ensure every student participant attends musically prepared 
for each rehearsal.  Director must verify all students are released to parents before leaving 
rehearsal or performance site. 
 

¶ Students must attend all rehearsals and the final performance, demonstrate knowledge of 
music and exceptional rehearsal etiquette when working with a guest music director over a 
long period of time, and serve as a role model and ambassador for Polk County Schools. 
 

¶ Parents must ensure their student attends all rehearsals and the final performance at 
specified times (this includes drop-off & pick-up) and is dressed appropriately for activities. 

 
The success of this event requires a cooperative effort by the school administration, choral 
director, students, and parents.  The audition recording will measure level of musicianship and 
raise performance standards, but the director and school principal should be the final 
determination of whether or not each student is capable of meeting the required commitment 
ƭŜǾŜƭΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƘƛƎƘΗ 
 
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  Tuesday, September 15, 2009 
All required forms and recordings must be in the hands of Suzi Lambert, Harrison School for the 
Arts or Beth Cummings, Fine Arts Office no later than 4pm.  All forms must be complete or 
recording with be ineligible. 
 
RECORDING ASSESSMENT:  Monday, September 21, 2009 
The assessment will take place in the Fine Arts Building 3-8pm.  Please plan up to 3 hours from 
time of arrival to complete your portion of the assessment. Director participation in the 
assessment process is required for school representation.  
 
 



 

 

2009 CLINICIANS: 

6th Gr. Treble Chorus ς Karen Buie, Southwest Middle School 

7th & 8th Gr. Mixed Chorus ς Todd Peterson, Barron Collier High School 

Sr. High Mixed Chorus ς Tucker Biddlecombe, Florida State University, Doctoral Candidate 

DATES, TIMES & LOCATIONS: 

Rehearsal    November 2, 2009  5:45pm Registration 
6:00-8:30pm   TBA 

Rehearsal    November 16, 2009    5:45pm Registration 
6:00-8:30pm   Florida Southern College, Lakeland 

Rehearsal    November 17, 2009    8:30am Registration 
9:00-4pm Florida Southern College, Lakeland 

       [ǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ ς bring $$ 

Performance   November 17, 2009    7:30pm Florida Southern College, Lakeland 

 
REHEARSAL/PERFORMANCE ATTIRE: 
Dress must always be in accordance to the Polk County Dress Code 

Evening Rehearsals 
Middle School - άCǊŜŜ ŘǊŜǎǎέ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ 
High School ς School-appropriate attire 

On-site Day Rehearsal 
Middle School ς uniform shirt or chorus t-shirt; jeans permitted 
High School ς school/chorus shirt preferred or school-appropriate attire 

Performance Attire:  
{ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ CƻǊƳŀƭ /ƘƻǊǳǎ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ¦ƴƛŦƻǊƳ  
or Sleeved White Blouse which must be tucked in 
Black Dress Pants or Long Skirt 
(No T-Shirts or jeans, including those sponsored by school or chorus) 
Black, closed-toe with back support required and comfortable heel preferred 
(No tennis shoes or white socks) 

It is critical that in addition to distribution of all materials, directors post in the classroom dates 
and personally issue reminders to students of rehearsals and expectations.   
 
Suzi Lambert 
Polk All-County Choral Festival Coordinator 
Harrison School for the Arts - suzi.lambert@polk-fl.net 

 
 

mailto:Elizabeth.Roederer@polk-fl.net


 

 

POLK ALL-COUNTY CHORUS AUDITION INFORMATION 
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2009 

 

Required Forms: 

¶ Audition Registration Form 

¶ Accountability Recording ς One CD for each choir, each voice part 

¶ Student Registration Form 

¶ Participation Agreement & Field Trip Permission Form 

 

AUDITION RECORDING: 

An audition recording must be submitted for each student nomination.  A minimum rubric 

score of 3.0 is required to qualify.  Directors are expected to register a balanced assortment of 

parts for each All-County Chorus.  For each choir, directors may choose to audition up to 10 

sopranos, 10 altos, and an unlimited number of changed voices. 

 

Using a digital or CD recording device, directors will record each student using the Audition 

Guide.  All auditions must be submitted on CD. Any deviation from this document will disqualify 

the recording. The following criteria will be used to assess student performance: 

1. Students will echo 3 melodic phrases played on the piano.   

Assessment Rubric - tone quality, pitch/rhythmic accuracy, and vocal range.   

2. {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀǇǇŜƭƭŀ ά!ǊŜ ¸ƻǳ {ƭŜŜǇƛƴƎέ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ 

begin the round and director will enter in 3rd measure. 

Assessment Rubric - tone quality, pitch/rhythmic accuracy and independent singing with 2 

part voicing. 

3. {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀǇǇŜƭƭŀ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀέΦ   

Assessment Rubric - tone quality, pitch/rhythmic accuracy, and musicianship as it relates 

phrasing and dynamic contrast. 

 

 

 



 

 

RECORDING ASSESSMENT:  MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2009; 3-8pm 

Using the rubric, directors will assess each recording using an assessment log for their assigned 

group.  A minimum of 3 directors will score a voice part. The final score will be the average of 

ŜŀŎƘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ overall rubric score.  The assessment will take approximately 2-3 hours. Director 

participation in the assessment process is required for school representation. 

 

CHOIR ALLOTMENTS: 

¶ 6th grade Chorus (50 Sop/ 50 Altos) 

¶ 7th & 8th grade Chorus (35 Sop/ 35 Altos/ 20 Tenors/ 20 Basses) 

¶ 9th-12th grade Chorus (40 Sop/ 40 Altos/ 20 Tenors/ 20 Basses) 

Each school will be allotted a minimum representation up to one complete voicing (1-Sop, 1-

Alto, 1-Tenor, 1 Bass).  A minimum 3.0 rubric score is required. Remaining voices will be allotted 

based on highest ranking score and voicing availability. 

 

ROSTER & MATERIALS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE BY OCTOBER 1, 2009 

 

PREPARATION REQUIREMENTS:   

¶ Coordinator will supply music and practice recording to directors in a timely manner. 

¶ Director will distribute music and practice recordings to students in a timely matter and 

provide assistance to ensure rehearsal readiness. 

¶ Students are to come to the first rehearsal on-time, prepared with music, pencil, and the 

ability to sing all notes, rhythms, and text.   

 

PREPARATION ACCOUNTABILITY: 

During the 1st rehearsal, monitors will be directed to identify any students not prepared.  

Monitors will submit names/schools of unprepared students to the coordinator.  The 

coordinator will contact each director.  It is the ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ responsibility to conference with the 

student and prepare for the next rehearsal.  Schools identified as not adequately preparing 

students for rehearsal will be reported by the coordinator to the Fine Arts Department. 



 

 

2009 AUDITION GUIDE 

POLK ALL-COUNTY 6TH GRADE TREBLE CHORUS 

 

Before you begin recording, sayé 

We are going to make an audition recording for the All-County 6th Grade Treble Chorus.  

When we start the CD, we will record all of the audition without stopping the CD.  Do not 

say your name or my name during the taping. 

 

Start recording and sayé 

¶ 6th grade Treble Chorus, Audition #_____. 

¶ I will play Melody 1 on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 

 

Play Melody 1, Student echoesé 

 

 

 

 

Sayé 

¶ I will play Melody 2 on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 
 

Play Melody 2, Student echoesé 

 

 

 

 

Sayé 

¶ I will play Melody 3 on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 
 
Play Melody 3, Student echoesé 

 

 

 



 

 

Sayé 

¶ Now we will sing a cappella ñAre You Sleeping?ò as a round.  I will give you the 

starting pitch on the piano and you will begin.  I will enter at after you begin singing at 

measure 3.  We will sing the song one time. 

 
Play only the starting pitch ñFò.  Do not play the melody on the piano.   
Student sings ñAre You Sleeping?ò a cappellaé 

 

ARE YOU SLEEPING? 

Sayé 

¶ Now you will sing the song ñAmericaò all by yourself.  This is your starting pitch... 
 
Play only the starting pitch ñFò.  Do not play the melody on the piano.   
Student sings ñAmericaò alone and a cappella. 

 

AMERICA 

 

 

 

 

 

Sayé 

¶ Thank you.  This is the end of the audition. 



 

 

2009 AUDITION GUIDE  

POLK ALL-COUNTY 7th & 8th GRADE MIXED CHORUS 

TREBLE VOICE 

 

Before you begin recording, sayé 

¶ We are going to make an audition recording for the All-County 7th& 8th Grade Mixed 

Chorus.  When we start the CD, we will record all of the audition without stopping the 

CD.  Do not say your name or my name during the taping. 

 

Start recording and sayé 

¶ 7th & 8th Grade Mixed Chorus Treble Voice, Audition #_____. 

¶ I will play Melody 1 on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 
 

Play Melody 1, Student echoesé 

 

 

 

 

Sayé 

¶ I will play Melody 2 on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 
 

Play Melody 2, Student echoesé 

 

 

 

 

Sayé 

¶ I will play Melody 3 on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 
 

Play Melody 3, Student echoesé 

 

 



 

 

Sayé 

¶ Now we will sing a cappella ñAre You Sleeping?ò as a round.  I will give you the 

starting pitch on the piano and you will begin.  I will enter after you begin singing at 

measure 3.  We will sing the song one time. 

 
Play only the starting pitch ñFò.  Do not play the melody on the piano.   
Student sings ñAre You Sleeping?ò a cappellaé 

 

ARE YOU SLEEPING? 

Sayé 

¶ Now you will sing the song ñAmericaò all by yourself.  This is your starting pitch... 
 
Play only the starting pitch ñFò.  Do not play the melody on the piano.   
Student sings ñAmericaò alone and a cappella. 

 

AMERICA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sayé 

¶ Thank you.  This is the end of the audition. 



 

 

2009 AUDITION GUIDE 

POLK ALL-COUNTY 7th & 8TH GRADE MIXED CHORUS 

CHANGED VOICE 

 

Before you begin recording, sayé 

¶ We are going to make an audition recording for the All-County 7th-8th Grade Mixed 

Chorus.  When we start the CD, we will record all of the audition without stopping the 

CD.  Do not say your name or my name during the taping. 

 

Start recording and sayé 

¶ 7th & 8th Grade Mixed Chorus Changed Voice, Audition #_____. 

¶ I will play Melody 1 on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 
 

Play Melody 1 an octave below, Student echoesé 

 

 

 

 

Sayé 

¶ I will play Melody 2 on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 
 

Play Melody 2 an octave below, Student echoesé 

 

 

 

 

Sayé 

¶ I will play Melody 3 on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 
 

Play Melody 3 an octave below, Student echoesé 

 

 



 

 

Sayé 

¶ Now we will sing a cappella ñAre You Sleeping?ò as a round.  I will give you the 

starting pitch on the piano and you will begin.  I will enter after you begin singing at 

measure 3.  We will sing the song one time. 

 

Play only the starting pitch ñFò below middle ñCò.  Do not play the melody on the 
piano.  Student sings ñAre You Sleeping?ò a cappellaé 

 

Are You Sleeping? 

Sayé 

¶ Thank you.  Now you will sing the song ñAmericaò all by yourself.  This is your 
starting pitch... 

 
Play only the starting pitch ñFò below middle ñCò.  Do not play the melody on the 
piano.  Student sings ñAmericaò alone and a cappella. 
 

AMERICA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sayé 

¶ Thank you.  This is the end of the audition. 



 

 

2009 AUDITION GUIDE 

ALL-COUNTY SENIOR HIGH MIXED CHORUS 

TREBLE VOICE 

Before you begin recording, sayé 

¶ We are going to make an audition recording for the All-County Sr High Mixed 

Chorus.  When we start the CD, we will record all of the audition without stopping the 

CD.  Do not say your name or my name during the taping. 

 

Start recording and sayé 

¶ Sr High Mixed Chorus Treble Voice, Audition #_____. 

¶ I will play Melody 1 on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 
 

Play Melody 1, Student echoesé 

 

 

 

 

Sayé 

¶ I will play Melody 2 on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 
 
Play Melody 2, Student echoesé 

 

 

 

 

Sayé 

¶ I will play Melody 3 on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 
 

Play Melody 3, Student echoesé 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sayé 

¶ Now we will sing a cappella ñAre You Sleeping?ò as a round.  I will give you the 

starting pitch on the piano and you will begin.  I will enter after you begin singing at 

measure 3.  We will sing the song one time. 

Play only the starting pitch ñFò.  Do not play the melody on the piano.  Student 
sings ñAre You Sleeping?ò a cappellaé 

 

ARE YOU SLEEPING? 

Sayé 

¶ Now you will sing the song ñAmericaò all by yourself.  This is your starting pitch... 
 
Play only the starting pitch ñFò.  Do not play the melody on the piano.  Student 
sings ñAmericaò alone and a cappella. 

 

AMERICA 

Sayé 

¶ Thank you.  This is the end of the audition. 



 

 

2009 AUDITION GUIDE 

POLK ALL-COUNTY SENIOR HIGH MIXED CHORUS 

CHANGED VOICE 

 

Before you begin recording, sayé 

¶ We are going to make n audition recording for the All-County Sr High Mixed Chorus.  

When we start the CD, we will record all of the audition without stopping the CD.  Do 

not say your name or my name during the taping. 

 

Start recording and sayé 

¶ Sr High Mixed Chorus Changed Voice, Audition #_____. 

¶ I will play Melody I on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 

 

Play Melody 1 an octave below, Student echoesé 

 

 

 

 

Sayé 

¶ I will play Melody 2 on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 
 

Play Melody 2 an octave below, Student echoesé 

 

 

 

 

Sayé 

¶ I will play Melody 3 on the piano.  Echo the melody, using the syllable ñlooò. 
 

Play Melody 3 an octave below, Student echoesé 

 



 

 

Sayé 

¶ Now we will sing a cappella ñAre You Sleeping?ò as a round.  I will give you the 

starting pitch on the piano and you will begin.  I will enter after you begin singing at 

measure 3.  We will sing the song one time. 

 

Play only the starting pitch ñFò below middle ñCò.  Do not play the melody on the 
piano.  Student sings ñAre You Sleeping?ò a cappellaé 

 

Are You Sleeping? 

Sayé 

¶ Thank you.  Now you will sing the song ñAmericaò all by yourself.  This is your 
starting pitch... 

 
Play only the starting pitch ñFò below middle ñCò.  Do not play the melody on the 
piano.  Student sings ñAmericaò alone and a cappella. 
 

AMERICA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sayé 

¶ Thank you.  This is the end of the audition. 



 

 

POLK ALL-COUNTY AUDITION RUBRIC 

 

3 


