
“Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.”

 ! PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.  (Cal-

culating And Graphing Experiences) is 
a program that was developed to help 
students apply calculators and graph-
ing skills through student and teacher 
created stations.  Welcome to Our 
C.A.G.E. can be used with any grade 
level since the students and the teacher 
create the stations. Students are able to 
help plan, develop, and create the sta-
tions for Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.

Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.  is used 
during the students’ literacy station 
block it can incorporate all areas of the 
elementary curriculum.

Students are given a pre/post test 
to have a baseline for using calculators 
and graphing experiences. 

Each week the calculator and 
graphing station will be exchanged using 
a different topic.  The program is setup 
to run for four weeks but could easily be 
a year round station.

The format for each day of the 
stations stays the same so that the 
students will be able to follow the weekly 
topics without having to rely on the 
teacher.

• Day 1: Graph Question/take pictures
• Day 2: Complete Graph
• Day 3: Develop Questions
• Day 4: Answer Questions Created

For further information contact…

Sharon Ussery
Zolfo Springs Elementary School

3215 Schoolhouse Road

Zolfo Springs, FL  33890

863-735-1221

sussery@hardee.k12.fl.us
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 ! OVERALL VALUE 
This program has been successful 

in my class because the students love 
to be the “teacher” and help create 
the activities that they are using in 
the classroom.  They are excited to 
be able to use the calculator to check 
their work.

 ! LESSON PLAN TITLES
• Calculating CATS-Introduction on 

how to use a calculator

• Favorite part from Teacher from the 
Black Lagoon

• Favorite Outside Activity

• Shapes in the Classroom

• Favorite Food

 ! MATERIALS 
The materials needed for this project 

can be found in the classroom, on the 
internet, and developed with the use of 
the classroom digital camera.

Extra facilities and outside resources 
are not needed to implement this grant.

 ! ABOUT THE DEVELOPER 
Sharon Ussery has a B.A. in Early 

Childhood and Elementary Education 
from the University of South Florida.  
She is a six time Teacher to Teacher 
Developer.  

Sharon is currently working at Zolfo 
Springs Elementary School where she 
has taught grades 1st - 3rd for the past 
30 years.

"!"!"

(Calculating And Graphing Experiences)

~ A Returning Developer ~



“Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.”  Sharon Ussery
Lesson Plan No 1: 

Calculating CATS - Introduction on how to use a calculator
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Parts of the Calculator

Label each part of this calculator using the following words:

add subtract  multiply

divide on button equal

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Name __________________________________



“Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.”  Sharon Ussery
Lesson Plan No 1: 

Calculating CATS - Introduction on how to use a calculator  (cont.)
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Calculator Cats     

Use your calculator to answer the following math problems:

56 + 72 =  ______        60 + 90 =    _______ 43 + 56 =   ________  

900 – 746 = _____       450 – 320 = _______789 – 456 = ________

                           

500 + 370 = _____       320 + 200 = _______231 + 720 = _______

333 – 245 = _____       720 – 673 = _______ 908 – 908 = _______

42 + 42 = _______      89 + 589 = ________  32 + 45 =   ________ 

 Calculating Cats Bonus

Try this: 32 + 32 – 32 + 78 – 4 + 700 = ______

Name __________________________________



“Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.”  Sharon Ussery
Lesson Plan No 2: Favorite part from Teacher From the Bla ck Lagoon

 !DIRECTIONS 
Read “The Teacher From the Black 
Lagoon” to students the week before 
this station begins.

Day 1: 

 Students will ask their classmates 
what their favorite part of the 
“Teacher from the Black Lagoon” 
was. This is to be kept for Day 3 
of this station. Students/Teacher 
will take pictures of their favorite 
parts of the book and insert it into 
the graph format.

Day 2: 

 Students will complete the graph 
using the data from Day 1.

Day 3: 

 Students will develop questions 
to ask their classmates about the 
graphs. The teacher will need to 
type up the questions for Day 4.

Day 4:  

 Students answers the ques-
tions created by the classroom 
graph. 

 ! EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 

Group Project Rubric and/or Day 4 
questions. 
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 !SUBJECTS COVERED 
Reading and Math

 !GRADES
First Grade

 !OBJECTIVES 
 Students will create and develop a 

graph for Welcome to Our C.A.G.E. 
station.

 ! SUNSHINE STATE 
STANDARDS 

LA.A.1.1.2 - Identi f ies words and 
constructs meaning from text, 
illustrations, graphics, and charts 
using the strategies of phonics, word 
structure, and context clues.

LA.A.2.1.2 - Selects material to read for 
pleasure.

LA.A.2.1.5 - Uses simple materials 
of the reference system to obtain 
information.

MA.1.MA.1.A.6.2 - Solve routine and 
non-routine problems by acting 
them out, using manipulatives, and 
drawing diagrams.

MA.1.MA.1.A.1 -Develop understandings 
of addition and subtraction strategies 
for basic addition facts and related 
subtraction facts.

 !MATERIALS 
• digital camera

• crayons

• computer

• paper

• pencil
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“Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.”  Sharon Ussery
Lesson Plan No 3: Favorite Outside Activity

 !DIRECTIONS 
Day 1: 
 Students will ask their classmates 

what their favorite activity to do 
outside.  This is to be kept for 
Day 2 of this station. Students/
Teacher will take pictures of their 
favorite outside activities and 
insert it into the graph format.

Day 2: 
 Students will complete the graph 

using the data from Day 1.
Day 3: 
 Students will develop questions 

to ask their classmates about the 
graphs. The teacher will need to 
type up the questions for Day 4.

Day 4:  
 Students answers the questions 

created by the c lassroom 
graph. 

 ! EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 

Group Project Rubric and/or Day 4 
questions. 
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 !SUBJECTS COVERED 
Reading and Math

 !GRADES
First Grade

 !OBJECTIVES 
 Students will create and develop a 

graph for Welcome to Our C.A.G.E. 
station.

 ! SUNSHINE STATE 
STANDARDS 

LA.A.1.1.2 - Identi f ies words and 
constructs meaning from text, 
illustrations, graphics, and charts 
using the strategies of phonics, word 
structure, and context clues.

LA.A.2.1.2 - Selects material to read for 
pleasure.

LA.A.2.1.5 - Uses simple materials 
of the reference system to obtain 
information.

MA.1.MA.1.A.6.2 - Solve routine and 
non-routine problems by acting 
them out, using manipulatives, and 
drawing diagrams.

MA.1.MA.1.A.1 -Develop understandings 
of addition and subtraction strategies 
for basic addition facts and related 
subtraction facts.

 !MATERIALS 
• digital camera

• crayons

• computer

• paper

• pencil
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“Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.”  Sharon Ussery
Lesson Plan No 4: Shapes in Our Classroom

 !DIRECTIONS 
Day 1: 
 Students will ask their classmates 

what their favorite activity to do 
outside.  This is to be kept for 
Day 2 of this station. Students/
Teacher will take pictures of their 
favorite outside activities and 
insert it into the graph format.

Day 2: 
 Students will complete the graph 

using the data from Day 1.
Day 3: 
 Students will develop questions 

to ask their classmates about the 
graphs. The teacher will need to 
type up the questions for Day 4.

Day 4:  
 Students answers the questions 

created by the c lassroom 
graph. 

 ! EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 

Group Project Rubric and/or Day 4 
questions. 
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 !SUBJECTS COVERED 
Reading and Math

 !GRADES
First Grade

 !OBJECTIVES 
 Students will create and develop a 

graph for Welcome to Our C.A.G.E. 
station.

 ! SUNSHINE STATE 
STANDARDS 

LA.A.1.1.2 - Identi f ies words and 
constructs meaning from text, 
illustrations, graphics, and charts 
using the strategies of phonics, word 
structure, and context clues.

LA.A.2.1.2 - Selects material to read for 
pleasure.

LA.A.2.1.5 - Uses simple materials 
of the reference system to obtain 
information.

MA.1.MA.1.A.6.2 - Solve routine and 
non-routine problems by acting 
them out, using manipulatives, and 
drawing diagrams.

MA.1.MA.1.A.1 -Develop understandings 
of addition and subtraction strategies 
for basic addition facts and related 
subtraction facts.

 !MATERIALS 
• digital camera

• crayons

• computer

• paper

• pencil
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“Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.”  Sharon Ussery
Lesson Plan No 5: Favorite Food

 !DIRECTIONS 
Day 1: 
 Students will ask their classmates 

what their favorite activity to do 
outside.  This is to be kept for 
Day 2 of this station. Students/
Teacher will take pictures of their 
favorite outside activities and 
insert it into the graph format.

Day 2: 
 Students will complete the graph 

using the data from Day 1.
Day 3: 
 Students will develop questions 

to ask their classmates about the 
graphs. The teacher will need to 
type up the questions for Day 4.

Day 4:  
 Students answers the questions 

created by the c lassroom 
graph. 

 ! EVALUATION/
ASSESSMENT 

Group Project Rubric and/or Day 4 
questions. 
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 !SUBJECTS COVERED 
Reading and Math

 !GRADES
First Grade

 !OBJECTIVES 
 Students will create and develop a 

graph for Welcome to Our C.A.G.E. 
station.

 ! SUNSHINE STATE 
STANDARDS 

LA.A.1.1.2 - Identi f ies words and 
constructs meaning from text, 
illustrations, graphics, and charts 
using the strategies of phonics, word 
structure, and context clues.

LA.A.2.1.2 - Selects material to read for 
pleasure.

LA.A.2.1.5 - Uses simple materials 
of the reference system to obtain 
information.

MA.1.MA.1.A.6.2 - Solve routine and 
non-routine problems by acting 
them out, using manipulatives, and 
drawing diagrams.

MA.1.MA.1.A.1 -Develop understandings 
of addition and subtraction strategies 
for basic addition facts and related 
subtraction facts.

 !MATERIALS 
• digital camera

• crayons

• computer

• paper

• pencil
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“Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.”  Sharon Ussery
Additional Information
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5      

4       

3        

2         

1          

pig horse cow sheep chicken

     

Name __________________________________

Pre/Post Test for Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.

Graphing and Calculators

Favorite Animal

1.  How many people liked cows? _____________________

2.  How many pigs and horses together? ________________

3.  How many more sheep than chickens? _______________

4.  Which animal did they like the most? ________________

5.  Which animal did they like the least? ________________

6.  How many people liked the pigs? ___________________

7.  How many chickens and cows together? ______________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

     

  

______________________________________ __

_____________

____

__________________ ______

_____________ _____________ __

___________________

___________________

__________________

__________________

___ ____________________

_____________________________________



“Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.”  Sharon Ussery
Additional Information
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pig 

horse 

cow 

sheep 

chicken

Name __________________________________

Pre/Post Test for Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.

 Animal  Tally Marks

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

co

____________________________________________

__________________

c

____________________________________________

__________________

Walk around 

the room 

and ask 

15 students 

which animal 

is their 

favorite animal.

1.  How many people liked sheep? ________________

2.  How many people liked cows? ________________

3.  How many chickens and horses together? ________

4.  How many more sheep than pigs? ______________

5.  Which animal had the most tally marks? _________

6.  Which animal had the least number of tally marks? ________

7.  How many tally marks all together? ____________________

8.  How many people liked the horses? ____________________

9.  Which animal had 10 tally marks? _____________________

10.  Which animal had 7 tally marks?______________________



“Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.”  Sharon Ussery
Additional Information
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1.  How many people liked pizza? _________________

2.  How many people liked cheese? ________________

3.  How many people liked hot dogs? _______________

4.  How many people liked fish?  __________________

5.  How many people liked fish and hot dogs together? _________

6.  Which food had six votes?___________________

7.  How many more people liked pizza than cheese? ___________

8.  How many more people liked fish then hot dogs? ___________

9.  Which food had the most votes?  ________________________

10.  How many pizzas, fish, and hot dogs all together? __________

11.  How many votes were there all together? _________________

Name __________________________________

Pre/Post Test for Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.

Using your calculator, answer the following questions:

5 10 15  20 25 30

pizza

hot dogs

cheese

fish

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________



“Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.”  Sharon Ussery
Lesson Plans Materials Budget
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Name __________________________________

Pre/Post Test for Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.

Using your calculator 
answer the following problems:



Materials Budget
 SUPPLIER ITEM DESCRIPTION COST QUANTITY TOTAL COST

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher’s Name __________________________________

School: _________________________________________  

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Subtotal

Tax if applicable

Shipping if applicable

TOTAL
BUDGET
AMOUNT

“Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.”  Sharon Ussery
Lesson Plans Materials Budget

www.lakeshorelearning.com T.I.-108 Calculator Kit set of 10 with holder 79.95 1 79.95

www.amazon.com Digital Camera 100.00 1 100.00

Sharon Ussery
Zolfo Springs Elementary

$179.95

$20.05

$200.00

2011 - 2012 IDEA CATALOG OF EXCELLENCE
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“Welcome to Our C.A.G.E.”  Sharon Ussery
Rubric

As a team member I:

______ let my partners do all of my 
work

______ did not help my partners

______ did not listen to my 
partners’ ideas

______ did not share my ideas

______ did not help the group 
solve problems

As a team member I:

______ let my partners do  

             some of my work

______ only helped my 

             partners when they asked me

______ had trouble quietly 

             listening to ideas

______ shared one idea

______ waited for my group 

             to solve most problems

Primary Grade Self-Evaluation Teamwork Rubric

As a team member I:

______ did all of my work

______ helped my partners

______ listened to my 

             partners’ ideas

______ shared my ideas

______ helped my group 

             solve problems
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