My program is titled "Mush! The Last Great Race." It is
a study of Alaska and its sled dog race - The Iditarocd. I
have used it for many years. During the course of the two to
three week study, my class compares and contrasts Alaska and
Fleorida, tracks a musher via the internet, reads books about
the twa states; and calculates warious math problems about
the race. The unit covers numercus Sunshine State Standards.
iIn reading, some of the S88 covered include: LA.A.2.2.1 main
idea, details, facts, sequence; LA.A.2.2.7 compare and
contrast; LA.A. 2.2.8 reference materials. In math, some of
the S5SS8 covered include MA.AR.1.2.1 writing whels numbers,
fractions, and decimals; MA.A.3.2.2 addition, subtraction,
multiplication, ‘and division; and MA.E.1.2.1. data
collection, organization, and displaying. Throughout the
unit, the students work on display boards about Alaska. The
boards are unigque to each group of students and display
information about Alaska, the native people, the animals,
and ©f course the race. The unit is taught during FCAT
preparation and testing time in early March right before
Spring Break. This coincides with the actual running of the
Iditared in Alaska. I have found it motivates the students
at a time when all of us are tired of the same old things.
They get excited about the new things they are learning and
are anxious to share their knowledge with each other. We

create Venn Diagrams to compare and contrast Alaska and



Florida and use these to write papers explaining the
differences between the two states. The class loves reading
"Zuma's Paw-Prints," a daily Jjournal of life on the trail
from a sled dog's point of view. We anxiously track each
musher on the internet and are sad when one has to
"scratch." Each day we calculate: the number ¢f miles they
have traveled and write the numbers three ways: standard
form, extended form, and word form. We calculate the amount
of money needed to runm the race as far as dog food ‘and other
supplies. In the past, we have discussed how the race
compares to the early cattle drives across Florida in A Land
Remembered. We "Read Across the Trail"™ and earn one mile for
every page read, the race is over one thousand miles long.
That's a lot of reading. Then we plot ocur progress on a
large map of the trail.

One activity every ©lass has enjoyed is tracking their
musher on the internet. Every day the students check the
standings of each musher and calculate the number of miles
they have traveled, how many miles until they finish, and
the temperatures and weather conditions alcng the trail.
This information is charted and graphed on a daily basis by
each student. Wes then compare our weather conditioens: to
Alaska's.

My class this year is a remedial class of sixteen

students. We work whole group, small groups, and indivi-



dually to complete the unit. I have used it with third
grade and it could easily be adapted toc other grade levels
but I think it is most appropriate for the upper elementary
grades. At this time of the year it is difficult to find a
unit that motivates the students as much as this one and
integrates so many important skills.

As far as equipment and space requirements, you will
need at least one cemputer to track the mushers and read
Zuma's Paw-Prints. You can purchase most of it from The
Iditarod headquarters. You will also need display boards,
the ones used for science fairs work great. I have attached
a4 supply list but every year I find something new to add to
the unit. If I "tweak”™ it each year, it never becomes stale
for me either. Unfortunately, Alaska is out of the guesticn
for a field trip but we deo watch several videos that show
the race and the state.

The overall value of the project is enormous. It
motivates the students and me at a time of the year when we
gre all ready for Spring Break. The students hate to miss
any time during the race because it is new and exeiting
every day. The unit addresses numercus Sunshine State
Standards in a unique way, and it helps us review skills
needed for the FCAT. A unit that does that and has students
excited about learning at this time of the year is worth its

weight in an Alaskan gold nugget!



LESZON PLBN
Pay & and on

dirjeatlyas:
The students will nee the dnternet teo tragk theisr musher and
chark the date in and osut, chagkpeint, time in and time out,
number of dogs, and rank. :

The student will ecaloulats thdé number of miles tiaveled and
wirite the number in standard, expaided, and word form,

The shudent will caleulate the elansed time for sach check-
point.

Rrandazds: MALA.LI.Z2.1; MAA.2.2.1; M. B.1.2.1; MA.B.1.2.2

Time: Rpproximately 10 - 20 minutes daidly for the pericd of the
Face

Haterials Needed;
Computer with internet commaction, chart fer recerding infor-
mation, notebook papar for the difievent word forms, mushes’s
ngme

Procadure: _
Befove begioning the vazlous tasks review how to write the
various forms of numbers and hew te find slapsed time.

=iva avary rtudent a chart and bave them list their masher on
tha sheat. Show them heow %o find the laformation on the Iditared
wab eite.

Onee the atudents understand the taske, they aré expeoted %o
add Lo the Information on a Aaily basis.I aleo spot check them
avery two of three days to make sure they are completing the tasks
portevtly.

At the end of the race, usually ¢ to 10 days, I will eolleet
theisy work and grade it.



Student Name

Northern Trail Musher Checksheet

Musher Name

Ckpt Name

Date

Time In

# of
Dogs

Date

Time Out

# of
Dogs

Dropped
Dogs

Layover

Anchorage

Eagle River

Wasilla

Knik

Yetna

Skwentna

Finger Lake

Rainy Pass

Rohn

Nikolai

McGrath

Takotna

Ophir

Cripple

Ruby

Galena

Nulato

Kaltag

Unalakleet

Shaktoolik

Koyuk

Elim

Golovin

White Mtn.

Safety

Nome




Tesson Plan

objectives:
The student will create & oraphio organizer ro compare
plaska and Florida.

The student will write @& four paragraph essay comparing
the LWO states-

gtandards: LA.R.E.E.T; LR.A.Z.E.B LR.B.1.2.1; LH.E.l.Z.B:
LH.B.Z.Z.E

Time: prroximately 2-3 days

Materials Needed: reference matarials for both states and
notebook paper

procedure:
The gtudents will use rheir notes and reference ma-—

terials to complete the graphic organizer Tor plaska and
Florida. (I use them frequently and the class is familiar
with how TO complete one.) I would expect them to include
sometning sbout S1Z€r climate, population, and perhaps some
facts apout the economies of the states. This may take one

or two thirty minute sessions.

nfter checking the information for aocuracyr the
students will write & four paraqrapn essay comparing Alaska
and Florida. They will proof read it for spelling, grammar,
and punctuation.

Writing 2 comparisen ig an FCAT rested skill. The
students should be aple to do this with very little help:
especially at the time of the yeal when the Tditarod unit 18
taught. Of course; 1 would review the procedure with the
class and 1 would also help them edit their papers pefore
the final draft 1S written.






