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The Polk County School District is dedicated to 
providing each child with a positive learning 
experience.  This Parent Guide is a tool to help 
your child succeed. 
 
Communicate frequently with the staff at your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ŦŜŜŘōŀck helps us provide 
a school environment that is conducive to 
student learning and high achievement. 
 
¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
academic success.  With your help, we will 
meet our mutual goals for students.   
 

 

 

Note from the Superintendent 
 

 
I hope this guide will be a helpful resource for you during this 
school year. Thank you for your involvement! 
 
 
 
 
Gail F. McKinzie, Ph.D. 

 

Enrollment Information  
Proof of legal guardianship, birth 
certificate/proof of age, medical 
shot record (HRS form 680), two 
proofs of residency showing 
ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ 
address (utility bill, voter 
registration card, property tax bill, 
rental/lease documents), transfer 
papers from previous school with 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻƴŜ 
number.   
 

Students entering kindergarten 
must be five years old on or before 
September 1. Please contact 
individual schools for documents 
required.  
 
All students in the Polk County 
School District are assigned a 
specific school location based on 
where they live. Parents may elect 
to apply for school transfers that 
meet specific guidelines. Transfers 
require approval from sending and 
receiving schools. 

)Pupil Accounting, 534ς0716 

 

Compulsory School Attendance 
By law, parents can be prosecuted 
if children up to age 16 do not 

attend school. You will receive a 
letter of notification if your child is 
absent for five consecutive days. 

 
School Supplies 
Your school will have a list of the 
supplies your child will need to be 
successful in school. 

 
School Bus Information 
Bus schedules are available at your 
school. Students entering the 
district after the school year begins 
should contact Transportation 
Services. Check for bus delays at 
www.polk-
fl.net/parents/generalinformation
/busdelays.aspx 

)Transportation, 534ς7300 

School Calendar 
2009 

SEPTEMBER       

7 ......................................... Student Holiday   

21 (Week of) ...................... Interim Reports 
 

OCTOBER 

23 ....................................... Student Holiday 
 

NOVEMBER 

10 ....................................... Distribute Report Cards 

23-27 .................................. Student Holidays 

23 & 24 .............................. Storm Days (Make-up days, if needed) 
 

DECEMBER 

7 (Week of) ........................ Interim Reports 

18 ....................................... Last School Day Before Winter  

                                            Holidays 

21- January 4, 2010 ........... Winter Holidays 

 

2010 
JANUARY 

4 ......................................... Storm Day (Make-up day, if needed) 

5 ......................................... Students Return After Winter Holidays 

18 ....................................... Student Holiday 

25 ....................................... Student Holiday 

 
FEBRUARY 

5 ......................................... Distribute Report Cards 

9-11 .................................... FCAT Writing Assessment 

15 ....................................... Student Holiday 

22 (Week of) ...................... Interim Reports 

 
MARCH 

9-19 .................................... FCAT testing 

29- April 2nd ..................... Spring Holidays 

 
APRIL 

20 ....................................... Distribute Report Cards 

 
MAY 

10 (Week of) ...................... Interim reports  

31 ....................................... Student Holiday 

 
JUNE 

4-10 .................................... Graduations/Final Exams 

9 ......................................... Last Day for Students- End of the 4
th
   

                                             9-Week Grading Period 

 
 

Information Parents Need 
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The Code of Student Conduct 
The Code of Student Conduct 
describes what behavior is 
unacceptable in school and how 
students are disciplined if they 
violate the code. You will be asked 
to sign that you have received 
your copy at the beginning of the 
year.  
 

Free and Reduced Lunch 
Program 
The Free and Reduced Lunch 
Program provides free and lower-
priced lunch and breakfast meals 
for children in need. There are 
specific requirements to be eligible 
for free and reduced price meals.  

)Foodservice Department,   
       534ς0592 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Student Accident Insurance 
Affordable student accident 
insurance is made available to 
families. You will receive an 
enrollment form at the beginning 
of the school year from your 
school.  
 

What are Magnet, Choice, and 
Charter Schools? 
Magnet and choice schools offer 
themed learning environments, 
such as math, science, technology, 
communication or the arts. Polk 
County has been divided into four 
magnet and choice zones, and 
these schools are only open to 
students who live within the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ȊƻƴŜΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀǇǇly 
to attend magnet and choice 
schools.  
 
Charter schools operate as 
autonomous public schools and 
work under an accountability 
contract with the district. These 
schools are required to meet the 

same state standards as traditional 
public schools.  

) Magnet, Choice, or Charter     
       Schools, 519ς8738. 

 

Schools Need You 
Volunteer! 
Volunteers are welcomed at our 
schools. They complete an 
application and purchase a $24 
ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻǊ ŎŀǎƘƛŜǊΩǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ 
payable to Polk County School 
Board.  The school will submit the 
application and payment for 
approval. Volunteer approval is 
continuous from year to year at 
every school in the district. Visit 
our website at www.polk-
fl.net/community/volunteers.  
Approval takes approximately 
three weeks, so sign up today! 

 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ όt¢!Σ 
PTSA, PTO) 

Wƻƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
association. Parents associations 
have a big impact on improving 
the school by sponsoring 
fundraisers that provide additional 
resources for the school.  For 
further information visit 
http://www.pta.org  or call your 
school. 

) Community Involvement,  

       534ς0636 
 

School Advisory Councils (SAC) 
Schools are required by law to 
have a School Advisory Council 
made up of parents, teachers, 
support staff and community 
representatives. The SAC is 
responsible for developing the 
annual School Improvement Plan.  
    
Parents are elected to the School 
Advisory Council every year.  Ask 
ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
election process at your school. 
Parents are welcome to attend any 
SAC meeting to observe. You can 
request to speak to the SAC by 
contacting the school principal.      

) Accountability Office, 

       534ς0688 

School Uniforms 
Polk County Schools adopted a dress code policy for elementary 
and middle schools in 1999. 
Dress code information is available at each school or by visiting 
www.polk-fl.net/parents/generalinformation/dresscode.htm 

 

Other dress code rules: 

 Belt is required if the garment has belt loops 

 Shirts (including t-shirts) must be tucked-in 

 Shorts/skirts must be mid-thigh or longer 

 Shoes must be safe and appropriate 

 Clothes must be appropriate size, with waist of 
ƎŀǊƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƴ ŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǿŀƛǎǘ 

 Clothing that is too tight or too loose is not appropriate 
for school 

School administrators will determine if clothing is 
appropriate for school and complies with district rules.  
For more specific information on the student dress 
code, please refer to the Code of Student Conduct. 

 

 White or navy with collar-plain, with no design or 
writing 

 
 Knit polo-type, Oxford or dress shirts, blouses, 

turtlenecks-plain, with no design or writing 
 

 School t-shirts are OK (available through school offices)  
 

 Schools may add another collared shirt color (call 
schools for school colors) 

 

 Walking shorts, slacks, skorts, skirts, skirted jumpers 

 

 Must be plain, solid-color twill, corduroy or denim 
fabric 
 

 navy, black, khaki, tan 

Tops 

Bottoms 
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Health Immunizations 
All students entering Polk County Schools must have current immunizations. 
http://www.polk -fl.net/parents/generalinformation/studentwellness.htm 

Immunization requirements are available at each school site. 

) Health Services, 291-5355 

Meningococcal Disease 
aŜƴƛƴƎƛǘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭǳƛŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǎǇƛƴŀƭ ŎƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭǳƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƛƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǳǎŜd by a viral or bacterial infection. 
The signs and symptoms of meningitis might include high fever, headache, stiff neck, nausea, vomiting, discomfort looking into bright lights, confusion 
and sleepiness. Meningitis is diagnosed by growing bacteria from a sample of spinal fluid. Bacterial meningitis can be treated with antibiotics. This 
disease can be spread through the exchange of respiratory and throat secretions. Vaccines are available for some types of meningitis. Please consult 
your health care provider or the Polk County Health Department for additional vaccine information (adapted from the National Center for Infectious 
Disease meningococcal disease Web site at http://ww w.cdc.gov/meningitis/about /faq.html). 
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