Academic Tournament Question Writing

1.
Material for all tournament questions should be taken from the appropriate curricula for the subject area and/or grade level.  Current events and related topics also serve as excellent sources for questions.


2.
There are two types of questions within one competition:



•
competitive-response questions that teams answer with the use of the team button 


•
team questions that teams answer by working together to record answers on a handout 

3.
Participants are given one minute for competitive-response questions.  These questions can have no more than four parts.  These questions are valued at 5, 10 and 15 points.  The total number of competitive-response questions within one competition is given below:




5-point round twenty (20) competitive-response questions




10-point round twenty (20) competitive-response questions




15-point round twenty-five (25) competitive-response questions


The total point value of the question is deducted from the team’s score for an incorrect answer to a competitive-response question.  Only one team has the opportunity to answer each question.  No points are awarded for competitive-response questions not answered within the one-minute time limit.


4.
Team questions occur at the end of each round and are valued at double the point value for the round, i.e., the 10-point team question occurs at the end of the 5-point round, the 20-point team question occurs at the end of the 10-point round, and the 30-point team question occurs at the end of the 15-point round.  The time allocated for team questions varies from two to five minutes depending upon the length, difficulty, and complexity of the question.  A team question consists of individual questions written on a related topic.  The point value of the team question determines the number of individual questions—the point value should be divisible by the number of individual questions that comprise the team question.


5.
Both competitive-response and team questions are to be written on the prepared question specification sheets, listing sources for verification whenever possible.  It is IMPERATIVE that the handwriting used on these sheets be legible.  Capitalize only those words that should be capitalized.

6.
MOST competitive-response questions are read to the competitors; therefore, the question prefix in these questions is used to clue the student to the type of question, i.e., short answer, multiple choice, analogy, fill-in-the-blank, question series, multi-part, matching.  The only exception to this is with true/false questions.  Below are several examples of question prefixes.  

THIS IS NOT AN EXHAUSTIVE LIST!


•
Which one of the following four terms…?



•
Which two of the following three individuals…?



•
Which one or ones of the following four events…?



•
Identify the author…



•
Fill in the blank with the one missing word.



•
Name the one word common to each of the following four…



•
Supply the two missing words in the following statement.



•
Complete the following statement using one of the four given choices.



•
Complete the following analogy using one of the three given choices.



•
For the next question you will use the following information.



•
All squares are rectangles.  True or false?



•
Match each of the four authors to his work.



•
This is a two-part question.  Find the volume in cubic centimeters and the surface area in square centimeters of the sphere with…


7.
State the required units in mathematics and science questions so the response does not have to include the units.  (See the last example in the list above.)


8.
There are two types of visuals used in a question set.


•
handouts that contain diagrams or information too difficult to read to the competitors, e.g., world languages, geometric drawings, scientific data or diagrams.  These can be used with competitive-response questions, and all team questions must be given as a handout.



•
art reproductions

9.
If a handout is required, provide a clear copy of the required handout with the question specification sheet.  For art reproductions, list on the spec sheet the artist(s), title(s) of work(s) and a source.  


10.
If a recording is required, list on the spec sheet the artist(s), title(s) of work(s) and a source if possible.  

11.
Whenever possible list a source for your answer to the question. Give the title of the book, author, publisher, copyright date and PAGE NUMBER.  DO NOT COPY QUESTIONS FROM ANY SOURCE!
Other “Hints from Heloise”


•

Be creative!


•

Avoid open-ended questions requiring opinion as in questions employing the phrases, “Which one best describes…” and “Why…”


•

Write questions on a variety of topics within a subject area and vary the format.


•

Use 1, 2, 3, 4 in multiple choice questions and an asterisk to denote the correct response(s).


•

In matching questions label the columns using A, B, C, D for the left column and 1, 2, 3, 4 for the right column.  LIST THE SHORT ITEMS IN THE LEFT COLUMN AND LONGER ITEMS IN THE RIGHT COLUMN.  For example, list authors in the left column and excerpted lines in the right column.


•

Do not use options such as “All of the above” and “1, 2, but not 3,” etc. in multiple choice question responses.


•

ALWAYS provide the answer(s).  List all correct (acceptable) answers.  List these in parentheses following the preferred answer.


•

For math and science questions requiring computation, provide the computation on the back of the question specification sheet.


•

Double check your question and answer!

