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Introduction

PLEASE INSTALBOFTWARE BEFORE CONNECTING TO PC! Or so it says on the packaging

before you even open your new Creative Zen! From the creators of one of the most successful

sound boards for your computer (the SoundBlaster series) comes a new way to listen to your

music. Okay, not so new, but definitef @ Y2 NB 06dzZR3ISG FTNASYRt & GKIy i
@2dzNJ gl & G2 SyftA3IKISYYSyld 6A0GK GKS / NBI GAOBS %
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e 1x Pair of Earbud Headphones
e 1x USBCord
e 1x 3.5mm to 3.5mm Stereo mini plug
e 1x Wrist Strap
e 1x Software CD
e 1x Carrying Case

Install the software FIRST!

Do not connect the Creative Zen into your computer without installing the software first. Thisis
written on the box, on the player, and throughout the manuals.

2 KATS LQY vy 2 itwliappanNiXol do pléy daNEithogtikhe softwarecL QY & dzNB
it will make things a little more difficult later. Best to follow the directions and install the
software first.

Once all of the software is installed and ready, locate the USB cord that came with the Zen and
plug it into the computer!
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Ready to play with your new Creative Zen right out of the box!? Haha, too bad!

As it turns out, the Creative Zen has a built in rechargeable battery pack, and guess what, it

R 2 S ZomEaharged! Plug the USB cord into the Zen, then into your computer to begin the

charge. After you plug into the USB, slide the power switch on then look at the OLED Screen on

the front of the player. Did it say CREATIVE Zen for a second before flashing off? Ifitdidy Qi & 2 dz
might not have it plugged into a USB 2.®us. Take it out and plug it into another USB port,

then try again.
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30 minutes. However for the best results let it charge for at least four hours, or better yet,

overnight!
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FaceOff!

The Zen has a verysimple interface. A Play Button a Back Buttonand a Joystick On the side
@ 2dzQf t PyvedlboRisy Slidghat you use to turn the Zen on, off, and lock the interface
6az2 e2dz OMHYyBQUIKAN IO OARISIy2IVFaE 6 KAES AdQa Ay @2dzNJ L2
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Record Buttorso you can use the Zen to make personal recordings.

YR fladgte 2y GKS §2L) &ne-uk@ofah ext€riayiferophdod,and{ . = KS
an opening for the built in microphone.
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Zen down, slide the power switch down and hold it downuntil the Zen begins to power-off.



Zen and the Art of Media Synchronization

Whenever you add music, pictures, video, or media in general to a
J‘ portable media player, you are enjoying a process called Synchronizing.

- To put it more simply, to get your music from your computer to your
player, you need to syncit first.

This can be done via the Sync Taln Windows Media PlayerBut since
€2dzQ@S 2dzald AyaidlttSR Fft GKIFG

Go to Start > All Programs > CreativeCreative Sync Managear click on the Sync Manager
Icon in the taskbar (near the clock).

waCreative) Y ICManaser, J‘]@ ThIS |S the SynC ManagerA nlfty
Creative ZEN V Plus Settings program that allows you to sync media
files to your player quickly and easily.

quired for the initi

2 KSy @2dz TANRG adl
you have two choices: Customizeand
Default

Default searches your entire My
Documents folder and syncs everything.
This will take a long time, and way too
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e Ltee (L e | C2N) Y263 ClStongzz 32

I FGSNI KAGGAY I whétKindaf media yaznfartt to §yr. You &ah Bdese from
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" 8 — | automatically. 1 recommend keeping it on this folder!!
Select folder(s) to include fFor synchronization, . . e g
However, if you want to specify a specific folder, you can
hit browse, find your folder, and then hit OK.

#-{5) My Flip Video Library
#{) My Flip Yideo Prefs
=] ‘é My Music
#-{2) Dethklok - The Dethalbum ({2007}
=) Martin O'Donnell-Michael Salvatori [
L) Halo 2, vol. 1 j
] Halo 21
() Halo 3 Disc 1,3
i) Halo 3 Disc 2
{2 My Notebook Content
@ ‘:j My Pictures

[ 3]

BEFOR¥ou go on, notice the checkbox that says Include
tracks that do not have ID3ags. Depending on what
€2dzQNBE aeyOAy3Is &2dz YAIAK

S e @ | Yousee, wheneveryoudRig | /5% A0 ON
8 | ) ' folder automatically and names all of the music tracks
[ o J[ cncer | | inside. Almost all CDs come with encoded ID3 tags which

store the song title, artist, copyright info, etc.



[ « Creative Sync Manager, Sometimes, CDs do not have this ID3 tag

_ : — encoded into the tracks. And when you try to
Configure Audio Synchronizatig rip it, it will go to a folder called Unknown Artist
Even though you might have renamed them all,

these tracks will still not have an ID3 tag until
you create it specifically.

Synchronize the tracks in this folder:

C:\Documents and Settingshalex. harris\My Documentsih
So, if you have any music that ripped into an
Elglnclude tracks that do not have ID3 Tags: Unknown ArtiS‘fOlder, or any music that yOU
acquired by less-than-ethical means (burns,
torrents, P2P software, etc.) then you
need to check the box that says dnclude tracks that do not have 1D3 tayéf all of your music
was acquired legally, and you ripped it without any problems, i KSy R2y Qd ¢ 2 NJ

ldzi2YlFGAO 2NJ al ydzl f X

After hitting next you are taken to a screen that gives you a choice, Automatic or Manual
Synchronization. Pick Manual to avoid confusion for now. If you pick automatic your Zen will
startsyncingevery A YS @2dz LJX dz3 A4 AYyH l'YR 6S R2y Qi NB

After that, you are taken to a review screen where you can confirm all of the folders and
checkboxes are correct. If they are, check the box at the bottom of the screen that says
Synchronize Novand then hit FinisH

Again?
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pointed to another folder, you are far from out of luck!

With your Zen plugged in, go to My Computerand then look for a black Zen icon that
says Zen V Series Media Explorer

Voila! This opens up the Media Explorer tool. From here you can drag and drop your
media, Rip CDs (that means copy music from them) and even convertvideo files so
that you can play them on your Zen!



= N WiSeries Wedia txplorer:

File  Edit

@ Back ~ >

Address ’ ZEN ¥ Series Media Explorer

View Favorites Tools Help

Folders

1? /t\‘ Search ||

Creative Media Explorer

ZEN V Series

Select a task:

Media

@7 Rip Audio CDs

. Browse Media

& Add Media

@ Create Playlists

@ Convert Video for ZEN ¥ Plus
@p Fill up Player with Music

QJ Manage Playlists
Data

"= Browse Documents

:Z Manage Organizer Data

Others

" Synchronize Media and Outlook Data

AER)

u

£

Click on the Add Mediabutton.

LalmportWizardiiyeny|

Select Folder to Import

Select a Folder or files) in your computer system. Click Add button to import it into the library.
(Mote : If a Folder is selected, all media files in that folder and its sub-folders will be imported.)

My Computer; Files to be imported:
@ Desktop L@l Media Library
® a My Documents =] R IMusic
= j My Music {3 Halo 3 Disc 1

(#)-{2) Dethklok - The Dethalbum (2007)
=) Martin O'Donnell-Michael Salvatori
() Halo 2, vol. 1
#-{3) Halo 2, vol. 2
#{3) Halo 3 Disc 1
(=R Halo 3 Disc 2 |
® Q My Pictures
{F5) My videos
- 4§ My Computer
{2) Unused Desktop Shortcuts

add > ;

Remove

Preview

Player free space: 3.5 GB Selected files: 15 files, 142 MB

Cancel

< Back. || Mext > | [

This opens up the Import
Wizard

This tool makes syncing
anythingto your Zen

extremely easy! Simply
select the file, group, or
folder and then hit Add.

hyOS @&2dz2Q@dS |
everything you want, hit the
Nextbutton and then watch
a &2dz2NJ FAf Sa
automatically! No messy
menus, no annoying wizards.
Just drag, drop, sync!
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The Media Explorer tool comes with several other useful tools...

WA L) ! dzRA 2
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Say you just bought a new CD, and you want to get the music from it, onto the Zen.
just drag and drop!You have to RIPthe CD first.
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To do this, go back into your Media Explorer and hit the button that says Rip Audio CDs

You will be asked if you want to register with Gracenote. YOU DO!Keep hitting Okay and Next
dzy GAf AG 32Sa | 61 & dgand B rBaieSxippingadandgssiers A (1 Qa

= Once Gracenote has been
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| Creative Audio CD Ripper

Make sure that the Audio CD information below is correct and clear ti
not want to rip. When ready, click the Start Ripping button to begin ripping the Audio CD.

e check boxes next to the tracks that you do

[¥] Music Device

File Maming Convention: <Track Title>.'\WMa

(My Zen)

Album: od Girl Gone Ba
Artist: Rihanna Apply To all
Genre: General Pop Apply To All
¥ No. Track Title Artist Genre Ripped Name ]
o1 Umbrella Rihanna General Pop ; }
0z Push Up On Me Rihanna General Pop [
03 Don't Stop The ... Rihanna General Pop ‘4
04 Breakin' Dishes Rihanna General Pop
0s Shut Up And Drive  Rihanna General Pop Edit
06 Hate That I Love... Rihanna General Pop
07 Say It Rihanna General Pop R Get CD Info...
mVVOB Sell Me Candy Rihanna GereralPop _bd
1<) ! | 3 Submit
CD Rip Settings
Rip To: [v] My Computer {C:\...\Good Gitl Gone Bad {(Reloaded)t)

NEIAAGSNBRE #he
Creative Audio CD Ripp¢ool.

LT @2dz RARY QU 1
Gracenote, all of the fields here
gAtf 2dzald al e ¢
instead of the actual song titles.
Not necessarily a badthing, but it
gAtft 0SS Fyy2eiy
1Yy26 ¢KI GenidgRodzQ !
and all you see on the Zen screen

is Track 5.

Creative products can only create
Windows Media Audio files!
¢tKSe OlFyQi ONXBI
purchasing a 10$ add-on online.

File Format: WMA,Stereo, 128 kbps
COinfalanguage: As specified by Music Information Provider ‘ Edit Settings... B
Start Ripping Q ‘ Close Help
LNRYAOIft&s AT &2dz gty
UKS |dzui2YlFUAO L5o0

GFr3agaay3a

WihdoNsMedia PPlayeraiithoughF A
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Adding Video

Your Zen comes with an Organic Light Emitting Diode (OLED) Screen that is able to display
video. This can be anything from commercials, music videos, maybe even full length movies (if
you can compress them enough)!

ALL VIDEO MUST BE CONVERTED BEFORE YOU PUT IT ON YOUR ZEN!

Yes, all of your video must be convertedinto a proprietary format just for the Zen before you
can actually watch it on the Zen. It seems to work best with Windows Media files (WMVs). If
& 2 dzQNX igatydt an AW @ dprk out for you. | could never get Quicktime MOVs to
convert properly.

That being said, the process of conversion is extremely simple! Hit the Convert Video for Zen V
Plusodzii2zy Ay G(G(KS aSRAI 9ELI 2NBNJ I yR GKSYy &AYLX
business.

Create/Manage Playlists

| FGSNI e2dzQ0S aeyoQ

- Rereative s iaylistazand| LJ Ja
e Zen, you can go back and create
| lew BlavlisL (i zen) @ customized playlists. Only like six songs
Creative ZEN ¥ Plus : Playlist Name: 2 dzu 2 -F u K S | f 6 dZY é
= |) Media Library Best of Halo 2 . . .
= O s " Plylst Tracks: playlist and you can listen to them without

#{5) Creative Technology LI ‘
#-{5) Mama Earth |
#{5) Vincent Cheng

12 Epilogue. 1. Beholden-2. Road to V...

having to navigate through the albums.

#{2) Dr SK Chew
i) ZENcast
PRl To make one, hit the Create Playlists
e button in the Media Explorer. Then add
02 Cairo Suite, 1, Cold Blue Light-2, W... . add > " .
ket ks ress v | g your music.

11 Finale. 1. Great Journey-2. Thermo...
10 High Charity Suite, 1. Rue and Woe...
05 Mausoleum Suite, 1, Destroyer's In...

03 Mombasa Suite. 1. Metropole-2. Br... Hlt OK Whey‘ é 2 dZQ N\E ﬁ 2 y' é I'

01 Prologue. 1. Rising-2. Cloistered Ex...

04 Unyilding 3 ” 5 S e Manage Playlistdets you edit a list you
. - have already made. NOTEYou have to
create a list beforeyou can manage one!

| CRE N LD OK | Cancel




Organizer Data?

The Zen has an Outlook-like calendar function to remind you when to do things. It might be
usefulX Y I Byousideide to use it, hit the Manage Organizer Dathutton in the Media
Explorer. You can create, edit, or delete events in here, just like in Outlook.

Voice Recording

hyS 2F GKS dzyAljdzS FSI Gdz2NBa 2 F. ToSrd ysus yoiceA &

hit the Record Button(tiny red circle) on the side of your Zen. It will automatically start
recording after that.

Al Qa

C2NJ NBFSNBYy OS> G(GKS YAONRLK2YS A& GKFG GAye

picture of a mic underneath it.
Hit the Back Buttonto stop recording.

All of your Recordings are stored in the Recordings FolderHit the Back Button until you get to
the main menu, then scroll down until you see the Music Library folder ¢ open it, and then go
down to the Recordings Folder. Your file will be named as the date and time when it was
recorded.

Video Killed theRadio Star

. dzi @2dz Oly aidAft fA&aGSYy (2 Ca wlRAZ2Z 2V
Menu, then scroll down to FM Radio You can set up to 32 preset stations. For now, just pick
one and start scanning.

Your headphone cord acts as your antenna. Move it around until you get the best signal. You
may not be able to listen to some channels clearly. It generally helps if your cord is stretched
out, and not overlapping itself. Hence, radio will work best if you®e standing, and the Zen is in
your pocket! ItQnot perfect, but itQ better than nothing, right? You could always watch your
videos!

idKS
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Ya
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Advanced Tactics

Media Creation
VIDEO

e Aslong as you have a .wmv file you can use the Video Converter to create a Zen-
compatible movie. If you have an avifile you can open up Windows Movie Maker and
convert it to a wmv easily! Just Import it, drag it to the timeline, and then Save Movie
File

AUDIO

e Audacity is great for recording and editing sound and music. If you have it, and the
lame.dllcodec (available on the Audacity website) you can make Mp3s for your zen!

¢ If you have another microphone that has a 3.5mm miniplug on it, you can plug that into
the LINEIN port on the top of your Zen, and record your voice from that instead. These

can include desktop mics, all the way to SM-57s with adapters! The built in mic will
work fine for most purposes, hoever.

Button Trouble?

Can you not figure out what the buttons do? The Play/PauseButton starts and stops a song.
You could also think of it as an Enterbutton.

The Button that looks like a left-turn arrow is the BackButton. It will take you back one step in
0KS ®»%SyQa YSydzao YSSL) LINBaaAy3a ol O] G2

The Joystickfunctions as a directional pad, a play button, and a back button. Use it in Menus to
move up and down and press left or right to go back or forward respectively. Easy!

LY G4KS SyRX

Now that you know how to use your new Zen, go and put some music on it, and start enjoying!
Make sure you follow the ethics guidelines though!
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