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What Is Tune In to Reading (TIR)?What Is Tune In to Reading (TIR)?

TIR is a research based intervention programTIR is a research-based intervention program 
designed to help schools and districts meet 
the needs of struggling readers.the needs of struggling readers.

In Florida, TIR also aims to increase FCAT 
performance and help schools achieveperformance and help schools achieve 
adequate yearly progress.
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Four Years of Research on TIRFour Years of Research on TIR

Struggling readersStruggling readers

Middle school

Elementary school

Hi h h lHigh school
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Research Support for TIR

Fluency: Accuracy, Automaticity, and Prosody
Samuels, 1979
K h d St hl 2003Kuhn and Stahl, 2003
Rasinski, 2004

Alternative TextAlternative Text
Ash & Hagood, 2000
Leu, 2000
Kamil, 2002
Alvermann, 2003

Motivation and Engagement
Guthrie and Wigfield, 2000
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Research Overview
2004 - 2007

Yr 1 (Fall) Pilot Study 1 middle schoolYr. 1 (Fall) Pilot Study 1 middle school

Yr. 1 (Spring) Sustainability 1 middle school

Yr. 2 (Fall) Replication 2 middle schools

Yr. 2 (Fall) Expansion 2 elementary schools

2 high schools2 high schools
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Research Overview
2004 - 2008

Yr. 3 (Fall) ELL Study 9 elementary schools

Yr. 3 (Fall) Hillsborough 
Education Foundation

10 elementary schools

Yr. 4 (Fall) MIT/Harvard/USF 
collaboration

8 – 14 year old dyslexic 
students

Yr. 4 (Fall) JRF Study 8 DJJ school sites 
1 alternative school site           
1 high school
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Year 1: Pilot Study (9 weeks)UNIVERSITY  OF
SOUTH FLORIDA
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Year 2: Replication (9 weeks)

Middle School Results
(two middle schools)
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Year 2: Expansion (9 weeks)

Elementary School Results
(two elementary schools)
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Year 2: Expansion (9 weeks)

High School Results
(two high schools)
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Goal: Student SuccessGoal: Student Success

S tti U F SSetting Up For Success

Cloze instructional level assessments

Songs matched to students by readability levels

Determining vocal rangeDetermining vocal range

Songs are transposed into the optimal key for each 
student’s vocal rangeg
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Using Tune In to Reading
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Splash Screen
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Sheet Music View
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Graphic View
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Scores Motivate Students

93
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2006 – 2007 TIR Results

Fall 2006

55 FL Schools
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Florida School Districts - 9 Week Cycle
Average 1.3 Instructional Reading Level Gain
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Brevard County - 9 Week Cycle
Average 1.31 Instructional Reading Level Gain
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6

Bellamy Elementary School - 9 Week Cycle
Average 1.65 Instructional Reading Level Gain
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Hillsborough County School District - 9 Week Cycle
1.38 Average Instructional Reading Level Gain
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Qualitative Reading Inventory
Hillsborough County Preliminary data – 9 Week Cycle

Average of 1.1 Instructional Reading Level Gain
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The Big Question:g
What About FCAT Scores?
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FCAT Improvement ('05 - '06) - DSS Change
Graham Elementary School (4th & 5th Graders)Graham Elementary School (4th & 5th Graders)
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FCAT Improvement ('05 - '06) - DSS Change
2 Middl S h l2 Middle Schools
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FCAT Improvement ('05 - '06) - DSS Change
1 High School
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Bellamy Elementary School - 18 Week Cycle
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Martinez Middle School - 13 Week Cycle
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Non-Traditional Sites
Department of Juvenile Justice Programs

Leslie Peters Halfway House
Hillsborough Academy
Tampa Marine Institute
Y th E i t l S iYouth Environmental Services
PACE Center for Girls
Falkenburg AcademyFalkenburg Academy
Riverside Academy
Columbus Juvenile Residential Facilityy
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Non-Traditional Sites
Brandon Success Academy
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Contact info:

Susan Homan Ph DSusan Homan, Ph.D.
homan@tempest.coedu.usf.edu

info@elpcorp.com
www.elpcorp.com


