
Book  Clubs in CyberspaceBook  Clubs in Cyberspace

Making Literacy Accessible for 
Everyone



Welcome!

• Kathy DePalma, Director of Instruction,Kathy DePalma, Director of Instruction, 
Florida Virtual School

• Dr. Jodi Marshall, Literacy Manager, Florida , y g ,
Virtual School

• Eloisa Hilton, English Instructor, Florida , g ,
Virtual School

• Claudine Townley, Literacy Coach, Florida 
Virtual School



Objectives

• Share examples of book clubs conducted viaShare examples of book clubs conducted via 
the Internet

• Identify successes and challenges of y g
conducting book clubs in an online setting

• Identify ways to use the Internet within your y y y
own setting to promote literacy 



A Peek into Literacy through Virtual Eyes

• FLVS OverviewFLVS Overview
• Symphony of Skills
• Literacy Focus and Reading Plan• Literacy Focus and Reading Plan

• RLT
• Literacy Goalsy
• Model Classrooms



Benefits of Book Clubs

• Develop critical thinking skillsDevelop critical thinking skills
• Engage in reflective dialogue
• Express opinions and reactions in• Express opinions and reactions in 

conversation and writing
• Learn to take turnsLearn to take turns
• Write for an intended audience
• Reading: practice fluency learn new• Reading: practice fluency, learn new 

vocabulary, practice in making predictions



Your Experience with Book Clubs

• How many of you…How many of you…
• Have been a participant in an book club, either 

personal or work related?
• Have run a book club for students?
• Are interested in starting and/or facilitating a book 

club with either adults or students?club with either adults or students?



FLVS Book Clubs
• Book Clubs for Staff • Book Clubs for Students• Book Clubs for Staff

• The Starbucks Experience
• Winning People Over
• Raving Fans

• Book Clubs for Students
• Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince
• Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows
• The Giverg

• The Frameworks for 
Understanding Poverty

• I Read It, But I Don’t Get It
C iti C hi

• Gathering Blue
• Peter and the Starcatchers
• Eragon

• Cognitive Coaching
• The Likeability Factor
• Strengths Finder 2.0
• GO Put Your Strengths to Work

• Maximum Ride: The Angel Experience

GO Put Your Strengths to Work
• First, Break All the Rules
• Five Minds for the Future
• Primal Leadership – Learning to 

Lead with Emotional Intelligence
• True North – Discover Your 

Authentic Leadership
• The Dream ManagerThe Dream Manager



Book Clubs for Students: 
Gathering Blue: A Modified Book ClubGathering Blue: A Modified Book Club

• Literature CirclesLiterature Circles
• Student Roles

• Question AskerQuestion Asker
• Passage Picker
• Word Wizard
• Connector 
• Illustrator

• Outcomes



Books Clubs for Students, 
Parents  and Teachers: EragonParents, and Teachers: Eragon



Book Clubs for Students: 
Harry Potter and the Deathly HallowsHarry Potter and the Deathly Hallows

• Focused on story elements and figurativeFocused on story elements and figurative 
language 
• Plot
• Characters
• Setting
• Foreshadowing
• Irony



Explain how this quote 
demonstrates the denouement?demonstrates the denouement?

• “ ‘ Albus Severus,’ Harry said quietly, so that  Albus Severus,  Harry said quietly, so that 
no one but Ginny could hear, and she was 
tactful enough to pretend to be waving to 
Rose, who was now on the train, ‘you were 
named for two headmasters of Hogwarts. 
O f th Sl th i d hOne of them was a Slytherin and he was 
probably the bravest man I ever knew.’” –pg. 
758758



The main setting changes quite frequently.  The main setting changes quite frequently.  
The BurrowThe Burrow

GrimmauldGrimmauld PlacePlaceGrimmauldGrimmauld PlacePlace
The tentThe tent

Hogwarts Hogwarts 

The overall setting of the book is very dark and gloomyThe overall setting of the book is very dark and gloomyThe overall setting of the book is very dark and gloomy.  The overall setting of the book is very dark and gloomy.  
Harry, Ron, and Hermione would be in their seventh Harry, Ron, and Hermione would be in their seventh 

year at Hogwarts, but instead, they end up hunting the year at Hogwarts, but instead, they end up hunting the 
remaining remaining HorcuxHorcux and eventually, Harry end sup and eventually, Harry end sup 

fightingfighting VoldemortVoldemort himselfhimselffighting fighting VoldemortVoldemort himself.  himself.  

Places Harry Visits/Stays:Places Harry Visits/Stays:
The BurrowThe Burrow

Forbidden ForestForbidden ForestForbidden ForestForbidden Forest
Dumbledore’s OfficeDumbledore’s Office

HogwartsHogwarts
The TentThe Tent

The Ministry of MagicThe Ministry of MagicThe Ministry of MagicThe Ministry of Magic
GrimmauldGrimmauld Place Place 

Things that effect/influence Harry (the Protagonist):Things that effect/influence Harry (the Protagonist):

R.A.B’s locketR.A.B’s locket
The Deathly HallowsThe Deathly Hallows



Types of Conflict in Harry Potter

• Man vs. Man • “‘It’s not like I’m having Man vs. Man
• Man vs. Self
• Man vs Nature

g
the time of my life here,’ 
said Ron, ‘you know, with 
my arm all mangled and • Man vs. Nature

• Man vs. the 
Supernatural

y g
nothing to eat and 
freezing my backside off 
every night. I just hoped,Supernatural

• Man vs. Society
every night. I just hoped, 
you know, after we’d been 
running round a few 
weeks we’d haveweeks, we d have 
achieved something.’”

~Ron pg. 306



Book Clubs for Students and Teachers:
Peter and the Starcatchers

• Created for students but 
presented to teachers

• Used a variety of delivery

• Incorporated a number                       
of reading strategies and                    
content• Used a variety of delivery                               

options
content









Book Clubs for Teachers:
GO Put Your Strengths to WorkGO Put Your Strengths to Work

• F2F with activitiesF2F with activities
• Elluminate sessions (webinar)
• Blog• Blog
• Games



JoJoeeJoe
Felicia

Matt





Blog



What Can You Do?

BRAINSTORM

andand

SHARESHARE



Thank You!

• Contact information:Contact information:
• Kathy DePalma: kdepalma@flvs.net
• Ellie Hilton: ehilton@flvs.net@
• Jodi Marshall: jmarshall@flvs.net
• Claudine Townley: ctownley@flvs.net


