RULES AND GUIDELINES FOR PSEF PROJECTS


ATTENTION SCHOOL FAIR DIRECTORS:  Please consider the following in approving and submitting projects for both your school and Regional Science fair.

GENERAL INFORMATION
1. All projects will require the following forms:  Entry form, Checklist for Adult Sponsor (1), Student Checklist (1A), Research Plan (to accompany 1A), and the official FFFS abstract.

2. All students must review the ISEF rules and projects paperwork should  include the ISEF Rules and Guidelines for Precollegiate Research in references on the Research Plan Attachment.  The web site is: http://www.sciserv.org/isef/rules.asp. 

3. All references (a minimum of 5) related to the actual experiment MUST be listed on the Research Plan Attachment.  Note:  It is not necessary to reference all of the resources used in writing the background information here – only references related to the experimentation need to be included on the Research Plan Attachment.
4. Projects involving the following must include an additional reference concerning protocol specific to that topic.  See the ISEF rule book for specific references for each area.

a. Humans

b. Non-human vertebrate animals

c. Pathogenic Agents (Required reference:  Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories)  (Note:  State will not allow BSL2 projects for middle school)
d. Recombinant DNA

e. Human or Animal Tissue

f. Controlled Substances

g. Hazardous Substances or Devices

SRC AND IRB

1. It is required that every school have an ACTIVE and WORKING SRC (Scientific Review Committee) and IRB (Institutional Review Board) in place from the very start of student work.  

2. Please read the information provided from ISEF related to these two committees and the projects that they must pre approve.  Each member must read the Intel rules related to projects they are approving.  If you have questions contact Kim Rex.  DO NOT wait until it’s too late.  
3. The IRB will review human projects and the SRC will review all other projects.  Make sure to review the rules BEFORE experimentation begins to determine if approval and signatures have to be obtained before or after experimentation.
4. The parent, qualified scientist, or teacher of the student CAN NOT be on the IRB or SRC.  

HUMAN PROJECTS 
1. ALL projects dealing with human projects require a Form 4 to be reviewed by the IRB before experimentation.  Be sure to review the ISEF rules concerning human projects.
2. The IRB must include a Medical Professional with appropriate background for each project being reviewed. 
3. If the IRB determines that there is minimal risk, then a reason MUST be cited on the form.

4. It is highly suggested that all human projects with students under the age of 18 have the Informed Consent signed regardless of minimal risk.
5. For projects involving Humans or Pathogens that require procedures not ordinarily performed by students – a complete description of the training provided the student by the Qualified Scientist must be included with Form 2.
VERTEBRATE ANIMALS
1. All projects involving vertebrate animals must have a form 5A.  
2. The SRC must approve the project BEFORE experimentation and determines whether a veterinarian or a designated supervisor will be required to supervise the project.  Be sure to review the ISEF rules concerning vertebrate projects as there have been changes regarding where the projects can be done.
3. All projects involving vertebrate animals MUST complete a Mortality Report  after experimentation, but before competition.    A death rate of more than 30% is unacceptable and will disqualify the project.  The experimentation should be stopped if the death rate is exceeding 30%.
POTENTIALLY HAZARDOUS BIOLOGICAL AGENTS (PHBA)
1. This classification includes all microbiology projects plus projects that may unwittingly be gathering these potential agents from the environment – ex. soil projects.

2. Be sure to read the rules in the ISEF rulebook and use the checklist provided in this book.  .  You will be required to determine the Biosafety levels of the organisms that are being cultured and the location that the culturing will occur.  Note: State will not allow BSL 2 projects at the Middle School Level. It is highly suggested that if you have no background in this field, that you have a microbiologist look over the procedures and make the Biosafety determination.  If you have any questions contact  Kim Rex immediately.
3. For projects involving pathogens, all cultures MUST be autoclaved or incinerated or disposed of at a licensed facility.  (The protocol of the facility must be referenced.)
HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS, ACTIVITIES OR DEVICES (HCAD)

1. Projects dealing with HCADs MUST be reviewed by the SRC prior to the start of experimentation.  Please review rules in the ISEF rulebook.
2. Most of these will require the direct supervision by a Designated Supervisor or Qualified Scientist.

3. Remember that tools can be considered hazardous devices if the student is operating them.

4. Students using chemicals must include the appropriate MSDS in the references.

PROJECTS DONE AT A REGISTERED RESEARCH INSITUTE

1. Form 1C should be used for any work done outside of the school or home and must be completed by the Qualified Scientist or Designated Supervisor AFTER experimentation.
2. For students working in laboratories – DO NOT ASSUME THE PERSON(S) WORKING WITH YOUR STUDENT(S) UNDERSTANDS the difference between their professional laboratory/institutional guidelines and the ISEF Guidelines.
3. It is the responsibility of the Adult Sponsor (the student’s teacher or other qualified adult) to actually visit the lab and help review all procedures – especially who’s doing which procedures and the overall safety of the equipment.  Then the Adult Sponsor can sign off on the Checklist for the Adult Sponsor before experimentation begins.
COLLECTION OF SPECIMENS

1. Any project involving archaeological or paleontological excavations or collections MUST be accompanied by appropriate documentation from the state organization or governmental agency responsible for oversight of such procedures.

2. Any project involving collection of protected organisms, whether plants or animals, must include documentation from appropriate government agencies.  The documentation would have the same requirement as those listed for vertebrate animals.  Refer to ISEF rulebook for references on agencies to determine if an organism is protected.
ABSTRACTS

1. The ABSTRACT must be completed on the State form.  A maximum of 250 words printed in a minimum 10 point font is to be used in the body of the abstract.  The abstract title MUST be the same as on the display board.
2. An official abstract must appear on the display board or in a vertical position at the project.
All questions regarding the Rules and Guidelines for Precollegiate Student Research should be forwarded, to Kim rex at kim.rex@polk-fl.net.
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