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MAKING MEDICINE SMARTER™





Take your medicine.  Keep your money.

How you can safely lower the cost of your medications.

Prescription drugs can be costly, especially for seniors and those who suffer from chronic illnesses.  One way to save money on out-of-pocket costs for your prescriptions is to use generics whenever clinically appropriate, instead of brand-name drugs, which can be more costly.
Get safe, effective medications and the same health benefits—for less money.

If you’re taking a brand-name drug, talk to your doctor and ask whether a less expensive generic drug could treat your condition. Generic drugs can cost about 30% to 80% less than brand-name drugs.
 If your doctor agrees, ask your doctor to write a new prescription for the generic that you can fill under your plan.

Like brand-name drugs, generic drugs that are approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration:

· Can be expected to work the same way in the body

· Can be taken the same way

· Can be used to treat the same condition
Specialized care, savings, and convenience.
The Medco Pharmacy® provides personalized pharmacy care designed to help improve and maintain your health, help enhance your safety, and save you money.  We’re dedicated to conveniently delivering the medications you need right to you, at the lowest possible cost under your plan.  And if you or a family member is taking certain long-term medications, get the medication expertise of Medco Specialist Pharmacists.  They’re ready to help 24 hours a day.

With 24/7 phone support, you can call the Medco Pharmacy anytime to:

· Price a medication

· Check the status of your order

· Order refills

· Talk to a Medco pharmacist about any of your medications

· Obtain claim forms, order forms, and envelopes

Take advantage of these benefits and more by calling the toll-free number on your prescription drug ID card.

Keep the quality of your care high and your costs low.

Doctors want to help keep their patients’ healthcare costs affordable, so it’s always okay to ask whether your prescription is available as a generic drug.


� Facts and myths about generic drugs.  U.S. Food and Drug Administration website.  �HYPERLINK "http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/ResourcesForYou/Consumers/BuyingUsingMedicineSafely/UnderstandingGenericDrugs/ucm167991.htm"�http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/ResourcesForYou/Consumers/BuyingUsingMedicineSafely/UnderstandingGenericDrugs/ucm167991.htm�. Updated October 13, 2009.  Accessed August 25, 2010.
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