
Programs of the Polk Education Foundation:  

   AmeriCorps Polk Reads:  

Members assisted teachers at the Summer Reading Camps located in eight Polk County Schools.  
Auburndale Central, Ben Hill Griffin, Jr. Elementary, Blake Academy, Dr. N. E. Roberts Elementary, 
Floral Avenue, Medulla Elementary, Oscar J. Pope Elementary and Purcell Elementary. 
2009/2010 AmeriCorps members Peter Antonelli, Adele Black, Marsha Bourbeau,  Janeen Boyd, 

Leah Denmark, Megan Doty, Annette Earby, Elizabeth Favors, Linda Gajdos, Lisa Gill, Janelle 

Giroux, Jolene Harthun, Megan Holt, Irene Kennedy, Amanda Lake, Toya Martin, Lindsay McCon-

nell, Sara Meadows, Genrri Navarro, Mary Jim Norris, Jason Parsley, Christian Soriano, Falesha 

Sosa, Linda Stephens, and Juliana Walker graduated from the program on August 31
st
.  Bill Reid, 

Verizon, Director of External Affairs was the guest speaker at the graduation event which was held 

at the Polk Historical Museum in Bartow.  During the 2009/2010 program year members served 

48,167 volunteer hours serving kindergarten through third grade students who were reading below 

grade level. 

The 2010/2011 program year began September 1
st
.  New members 

completed pre-service training and began serving students at 11 Polk 

County Schools sites on September 27
th
.  Service sites for this pro-

gram year include Auburndale Central Elementary, Dr. N. E. Roberts 

Elem., Eagle Lake Elem., Highland City Elem., Janie Howard Wilson 

Elem., Jesse Keen Elem., Kathleen Elem., R. Bruce Wagner Elem., 

Sleepy Hill Elem., Stephens Elem., and Wahneta Elementary. 

Back Row Left to Right: 
Amanda Lake, Mary Jim Norris,  Annette Earby, Janeen Boyd, Lindsay McConnell, Jason Parsley, Linda 
Stephens, Christian Soriano, Pete Antonelli, Toya Martin, Sara Meadows  
Front Row Left to Right: 
Adele Black, Linda Gajdos, Marsha Bourbeau, Irene Kennedy, Falesha Sosa 
Kneeling: 
Megan Doty, Julie Walker, Leah Denmark, Lisa Gill, Janelle Giroux, Genrri Navarro 
Not Pictured:  Megan Holt, Liz Favors 

Susan Copeland, Executive Director, 863-534-0434                        Susan Fenich, TSIC Program Coordinator, 863-519-8077 
Vicki Ginda, AmeriCorps Program Coordinator, 863-519-8638        Teresa Choquette, TSIC Student Advocate, 863-519-8076               
Kristen Gartrell, AmeriCorps Program Assistant, 863-519-8638       Shirley Brosie, Accounting Specialist, 863-534-5073                         
Miranda Collins, TTC Program Coordinator, 863-534-0803              Lou Ann Antonelli, Admin. Assistant, 863-534-0519 

   Teacher to Teacher / School to School Connection 

Tri-county K-8
th
 grade educators were honored at the 2010 Developer Recognition Reception held by the 

Teacher to Teacher/School to School Connection Program, in conjunction with the Polk Education Founda-
tion and local business sponsors. 
 
This year, 30 teachers were awarded Developer Grants totaling up to $1,000 for a classroom or school-
wide program he/she developed and implemented at his/her respective schools. These educators received 
a monetary gift as well as money to purchase classroom materials to better enhance their teaching meth-
ods and opportunities for students.  These teachers exemplify the good works being produced in Polk and 
Hardee County school districts.  The recipients also received a published copy of their program, which is 
featured in an online catalog of ideas located at www.polkeducationfoundation.org/t2t , which serves as a 
permanent resource to teachers nationwide.  These Developers will design displays for showcasing at the 
annual TTC Idea Expo.   
 
The following teachers were honored: 
Teacher to Teacher Recipients   

 
 

Connie Harris Bartow Middle 

Nicole Pasqualitti, Vivian Socorro, Courtney Schmitt, & Eris 
Santiago Laurel Elementary 

Marci Diaz-Bocanegra South McKeel Academy 

Jennifer Smith Eastside Elementary 

Donna Jo Campbell Lena Vista Elementary 

Lea Gomez Sandhill Elementary 

Kelly De La Cruz Highlands Grove Elementary 

Antoinette Wilcox Crystal Lake Middle 

Shanna Fox Daniel Jenkins Academy 

Donya Dennard Daniel Jenkins Academy 

Andrea Borden Kathleen Elementary 

Christine Gruszeczka Ridgeview Global Studies 

Amber McCormick Ridgeview Global Studies 

Melinda Alcox Sleepy Hill Middle 

Erica Gotshall Davenport School of Arts 

Jennifer Shackelford North Wauchula Elementary 

Kay Crews Zolfo Springs Elementary 

Julie Garland North Wauchula Elementary 

2010 Teacher to Teacher Developer Grant Recipients  

School to School Recipients 

 

Vicki Herndon Jewett Middle Academy 

Suzanne Robinson Sandhill Elementary 

Melissa Kelly & Susan Kistner Polk Avenue Elementary 

Robert Steele Polk Life and Learning 

Kim Mayes, Monica LePere, Rachael 
Tedder R. Bruce Wagner Elementary 

2010 IDEA EXPO PROVIDES INNOVATIVE CLASSROOM IDEAS FOR POLK & 
HARDEE EDUCATORS 

 

Over 500 educators from Polk & Hardee counties attended the 2010 IDEA Expo, held by the 
Teacher to Teacher/School to School Connection Program, in conjunction with the Polk and Har-
dee Education Foundations and local business sponsors. 
 
Featured were over 70 area PreK-8

th
 grade teachers who have developed innovative classroom 

programs and presented those ideas in order to network and encourage elementary and middle 
school educators in the task of creating and implementing creative standards-based units for stu-
dents in the public school system. The Expo not only featured visually exciting displays, but also 
included area business vendors, such as Bright House Networks, Teachersô Exchange, Midflorida 
Federal Credit Union, Bank of America and Bok Tower Gardens.  Door prizes and free giveaways 
were also a part of this great teacher event.  Food and refreshments were prepared by the Winter 
Haven High School Culinary Arts Program.  All Education majors attending local colleges and uni-
versities were also invited to attend. 
 
Those teachers who visited the Expo are now eligible for Adapter Grants of $200 for their class-
rooms or $800 for their schools in order to implement the creative programs shown. To date, the 
Teacher to Teacher/School to School Connection has awarded over 780 grants worth more than 
$305,000, benefiting numerous teachers and countless students. 
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In this short quarterly e-newsletter, the Polk Education Foundation would like 

to share with you things that we were able to do over the last few months to 

support the teachers and students of Polk County and to make you aware of 

any upcoming opportunities.  Please forward this newsletter to anyone you feel 

would be interested in learning more about the Polk Education Foundation. 

www.polkeducationfoundation.org  

2010 Wachovia/Wells Fargo Science Grants  
 

Thanks to the generosity of Wachovia Bank and Wells Fargo, the Polk Education Foundation distrib-
uted $5,000 in Environmental Science Grants to selected schools in the district. These schools im-
plemented programs in their science departments to increase FCAT scores and enhance instruc-
tional practices in the areas of environmental and life sciences. Congratulations to these schools for 
their hard work and dedication to studentsô success! 

Auburndale Central Elementary 

Fort Meade Middle/Senior High 

Garner Elementary 

Horizons Elementary 

Kathleen Senior High School 

Westwood Middle School 

Caldwell Elementary 

Inwood Elementary 

Teachers Amanda Crane and Samantha Baldus from Garner Elementary, along with 

AIF Shannan Combee from Inwood Elementary, accept their grants from Wachovia 

Numerous Grants Awarded through the Polk Education Foundation  
 
The Polk Education Foundation has been busy this school year distributing grants to teachers through-
out the county for various projects and programs within Polk County public schools.  Below is a summary 
of the grants awarded thus far.  Thank you to the businesses and individuals who supported these pro-
grams.  If youôd like to learn how you could sponsor a grant program, please call Susan Copeland at 863
-534-0434. 
 
Teachers Awarded Grants for Summer Professional Development  
State Representative John Wood provided funding for teachers in his district to apply for $300 grants to 
attend professional development opportunities before the school year began. A requirement of the grant 
was that the recipients share what they learned with other teachers at their school site. Below is a list of 
the teachers, their work site and the trainings they attended that will help them better serve their stu-
dents. 
 

 

Joanne Scharff Alta Vista Elementary Kagan Cooperative Learning 
for Little Ones 

John "Jay" Scharff Ridge Community High 
School 

Kagan Cooperative Learning 
for Secondary Math 

Kari Richards Hillcrest Elementary Promethean ActivBoards 
Train the Trainer 

Wanda Aponte Loughman Oaks Elementary Kagan Cooperative Learning 
Professional Learning Com-
munities 

Jane Gavin Pinewood Elementary Florida Writes! Writing Camp 

Lori Irwin Eagle Lake Elementary Florida Writes! Writing Camp 

Sandra Villamar Garden Grove Elementary Kagan Cooperative Learning 
Strategies 

Josefina Mendoza Chain of Lakes Collegiate 
High School 

Blaine Ray TPRS English as 
a Second Language Work-
shop 

Shelley Reinacher Auburndale Central Elemen-
tary 

Hands-On Science for Flor-
ida Educators 

Elizabeth Borders Hillcrest Elementary Kagan Cooperative Learning 
for the Writing Process 

AT&T Success Grants  
 

The AT&T Success Grant program was designed to provide five (5) high schools with a $1,000 grant to 
help low-performing, economically-disadvantaged and/or underserved students successfully complete 
course work and tests required to graduate and be prepared to attend college or a career training school. 
These schools are providing services such as before and after school tutoring, Saturday school and 
FCAT preparation classes in order to reach students who need to gain the skills necessary for gradua-
tion.  Congratulations to the following five high schools for their work to provide supplemental services to 
ensure students graduate: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

Mulberry High School 
Tenoroc High School 
Kathleen High School 

Lake Region High School 
Ridge Community High School 
  

  

Pictured left to right Tenoroc Principal Ernest Joe, PEF Staffer 
Shirley Brosie and Teneroc Assistant Principal Meesha Downing  
during their check presentation  

Berkley Elementary 

Union Academy 

George Jenkins High School 

Roosevelt Academy 

Lincoln Avenue Academy 

Inwood Elementary 

Discovery Academy of Lake Alfred 

Winter Haven High School 

Rochelle School of the Arts 

Lena Vista Elementary 

Mulberry High School 

Hillcrest Elementary 

Our Children's Academy 

Stephens Elementary 

Lake Alfred Addair Middle School 

2010-2011 Matching Grant Program through the Consortium 
of Florida Education Foundations  
 

Congratulations to the following schools on applying for and receiving a 
matching grant this year. Grant funds were provided by the Consortium 
of Florida Education Foundations, through the Florida legislature and the 
Polk Education Foundation. A total of $52,000 was provided to 15 
schools through this program. To receive a matching grant, each school 
raised an amount that was then matched by the PEF. These grants are 
used to improve academic achievement for low-performing students 
and/or promote and increase literacy. 

Former Superintendent Dr. Gail McKinzie Honored as  
STAR Superintendent of Year  

 
Each year the Consortium of Florida Education Foundations invites their members to nominate out-
standing school board members and Superintendents who show strong support not only through their 
words but their actions, for their local education foundations.  In Polkôs nomination application of Dr. 
McKinzie, it was described how she routinely talked about the Polk Education Foundation in the com-
munity, and it was not uncommon for someone to call to offer support because of a conversation they 
had with her.  Each year Dr. McKinzie purchased items for Project Fill-A-Bucket and made monetary 
contributions to the Take Stock in Children Scholarship Program.  One of her most notable acts of 
support was to perform as a dancer in the PEFôs Stepping Out for Education contest, a Dancing with 
the Stars style fundraiser.  Dr. McKinzie won the STAR Superintendent of Year award in the category 
of a district with more than 50,000 students.  The PEF thanks Dr. McKinzie for all of her support and 
congratulates her on her award! 

The Polk Education Foundation would like to the honor the Progress Energy Science Grant school re-
cipients for the 2010-2011 school year. These schools, all located in the Progress Energy service 
area, were recognized at the 2010 Progress Energy Science grant reception held on September 16, 
2010 at the Lake Wales Art Center. Each selected school will receive up to $2,000 to purchase sci-
ence materials to enhance energy-based curriculum and increase student achievement on state stan-
dardized tests. This grant program, now in its fifth year, is sponsored by Progress Energy and has re-
turned over $150,000 back into the classrooms of the Progress Energy service areas.  As a result of 
Progress Energyôs commitment to education, these schools are making great strides to increase stu-
dentsô scores and enrich the learning process in Kindergarten through 12

th 
grades. 

 
Congratulations to the following schools: 
  
Babson Park Elementary   
Ben Hill Griffin Elementary 
Bethune Academy            
Bok Academy 
Boone Middle School            
Dundee Elementary 
Eastside Elementary   
Haines City High School   
Hillcrest Elementary                       
Janie Howard Wilson Elementary  
Laurel Elementary    
Loughman Oaks Elementary 
Our Childrenôs Academy   
Polk Avenue Elementary   
Ridge Community High School       
Roosevelt Academy   
Sandhill Elementary                       
Spook Hill Elementary 
 

2010 Progress Energy Science Grant Recipients  

The Take Stock Polk County program currently has three students from Harrison SOA applying 
for a special fellowship named   �³�/�H�D�G�H�U�V���I�R�U���/�L�I�H���´ This fellowship is offered by the Asofsky 
Family Foundation.  
Fellowship benefits can  include: 

-Campus Housing  -Transportation Expenses 
-Meal Plan   -Personal, health and misc. expenses 
-Books and Supplies -Summer Internship opportunities 
-New computer, printer and internet access 
-Leadership training and professional development 

Nearly twenty Take Stock in Children scholarship recipients attended a 
back-to-school workshop hosted by Bank of America at USF Polytechnic in Lakeland on Sep-
tember 18. Donations of backpacks and school supplies were used as door prizes. Guy 
Thompson from State Farm Insurance was the keynote speaker to students, parents and men-
tors regarding the importance of, and need to, develop a financial plan for the future. 

The Polk Education Foundation congratulates the Ronald McDonald House Charities Scholarship recipi-
ents from Polk County.  Each year Ronald McDonald House Charities provides scholarship funding 
which is matched by the Florida Prepaid Foundation to purchase scholarships. The scholarships provide 
60 hours of tuition for students in the 10

th
 grade. On November 30, McDonalds recognized the latest 47 

Tampa Bay area recipients at a luncheon at the Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay. The students were selected 
based on academics, behavior, attendance, the ability to be successful in college and financial 
need.  Each of the students signed a progress contract and have been matched with a mentor who 
meets with them at school for 30 minutes once a week and will help keep the student focused on 
graduation and college. The scholarships are administered through the Polk Education Foundationôs 
Take Stock in Children scholarship mentoring program. Students have the opportunity to attend work-
shops, field trips and theater experiences with Theatre Winter Haven and Florida Southern College. 

Five recipients will be chosen statewide. Requirements are stringent . We wish our applicants Shakira 
Saul, Keidra Lamont and Janette Fiallo best of luck. 

     Take Stock in Children (TSIC):  

...celebrating 15 years of scholarships, mentors & hope 

Take Stock in Children Names Recipients  
The Take Stock in Children scholarship/mentoring program recently named eleven new ninth 
grade recipients who will receive a Florida Prepaid College Foundation two-year 60 hour tuition 
scholarship upon graduation from high school. The students will also be matched with a mentor 
to meet with weekly at school. The newest group of recipients are: Collin Stroup, Amani Flood, 
Manuella Rogers, Carrie Facente, Samantha Black, Katherine Bastian, Victor Sims, Shirley 
Miller, Tanaya Charles, Roxanna Caballero and (r) Joslin James.   

THANKS GO TO OUR GOLF SPONSORS AND THE PAXSON MORRISON FOUNDATION for making 
these new awards possible!   

Thank you Verizon for your $10,000 donation to the Polk 
Education Foundation to support literacy services!  We also 
thank Bill Reid of Verizon for  many years of service on the 
PEF Board and wish him well as he retires. 
 

Susan Copeland, PEF Executive Director 
(R), presented Dr. McKinzie with her award.   

Dr. McKinzie and her dance partner in action at 
the 2010 Stepping Out for Education fundraiser! 

PEF Scholarship Season Has Started!  
Seniors graduating from Polk County Public High Schools 
should visit the Polk Education Foundationôs scholarship 
page at their website (www.polkeducationfoundation.org). 
With this one application, students can apply for any of 
the 137 scholarships they qualify for, offered by the Foun-
dation.  There will be a short window of opportunity to ap-
ply, so check the site often for full information.  Scholar-
ships offered through the Polk Education Foundation are 
made possible by the generosity of donors in our commu-
nity, all who have the desire to help students attend col-
lege, and we appreciate them! 

 
 

�6�X�S�H�U�L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U���$�Z�D�U�G�V���+�R�Q�R�U���6�X�S�S�R�U�W���I�U�R�P���R�X�U���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\ 
Fifty one businesses, individuals or groups were honored at the fourth annual Superintendentôs 
Partner Awards held at the Polk Museum of Art.  Then Superintendent Dr. Gail McKinzie and sev-
eral of the school board members were on hand to distribute awards.  All schools and district of-
fices were invited to nominate a partner who had made a significant contribution of time, talent and 
or resources.  Three finalists in each category were selected with one of those being the top win-
ner.  The Polk County School District has many wonderful partners and our thanks goes out to 
them all!  Also recognized at the program were Polkôs two nominees for the Commissionerôs Busi-
ness Recognition Awards.   Huntington Learning Center and Sun óN Fun had previously been hon-
ored at a statewide function, but are highlighted at this event to honor them locally as well.  The 
Superintendentôs Partner Awards Program is presented by the Polk Education Foundation and the 
PCSB Community Involvement and Work-
force Education Departments. 
Elementary  
Sweetwater Golf and Tennis Club ï winner 
Sonnyôs Real Pit Bar-B-Q 
Winter Haven Optimist Club  
Middle / High  
Lake Wales Care Center - winner 
First Aviation Sertoma Club 
Polk Works 
District Office  
West Central Florida YMCA - winner 
United Way of Central Florida 
Whitehead Construction 
�&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�U�¶�V���%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q��
Awards  
Huntington Learning Center 
Sun óN Fun 
 

Pictured is Amanda Sikes, a 2009 scholarship recipient who now attends PSC.  With her is (L) Susan Copeland, PEF Execu-
tive Director and (R) Lou Ann Antonelli of the PEF staff. 

Amscotôs ñJust a Dollar Campaignò returned 
$10481.41 to the Polk Education Foundation.  
Amscot did this promotion throughout the en-
tire state of Florida and raised $116,807, all 
donated to local education foundations.  Over 
the last five years, Amscot and its customers 
have contributed more than $395,000 to edu-
cation foundations in communities where Am-
scot operates branches.  Customers are asked 
to give ñjust a dollarò and Amscot matches their 
donation.   
 

Thank you for Fill -A-Bucket Help!  
For the fifteenth year Project Hearth and the Polk Education Foundation partnered together to administer 
Project Fill-A-Bucket. Buckets are given to students in the Polk County public school system who meet the 
federal criteria as homeless, or who are at risk of becoming homeless. Buckets are decorated and then 
filled and distributed to nominated students prior to the Christmas holidays. For many children these buck-
ets not only contain basic living necessities, but could have been the only items they received during the 
holiday season.  557 buckets were filled and distributed.  Many thanks to the students and PCSB staff who 
helped collect items for the buckets.  Over $19400 in item 
donations were received to help make the project a success.  
Many schools and classrooms participated in this project.   

Pictured is Susan Copeland, PEF Executive Director accepting Polkôs check 
from Montrae Waiters of Amscot Financial. 

Each partner was highlighted in a video loop shown prior to the awards 
program. 

Group of Finalists 

Huntington Partner 

Lake Wales Care Center Partner 

Sun Nô Fun Partner 

Sweetwater Golf & Tennis Partner 

YMCA Partners 

Guests enjoy refreshments 

Shown above are students from Haines City 
High School and  pictures to the right are from 
Karen M. Seigel Academy. Thanks to all who 
assisted with Project Fill-A-Bucket! 

The Polk Education Foundation nominated Progress En-
ergy under the ñbest practices categoryò for a STEM Edu-
cation Award at the First Annual STEM Business and 
Education Conference funded by Workforce Florida.  In 
the application it was described how, for the last four 
years, Progress Energy has funded a grant program in 
Polk County that allows elementary, middle and high 
schools to enhance their science and math curriculum.  In 
the last two years the grants more specifically support en-
ergy education.  The Progress Energy grants not only pro-
moted enhanced students learning, but are also sparking 
studentsô interests in fields related to energy, better pre-
paring them for more advanced lessons and one day for 
energy related careers that they may chose.  

Nominees took pictures with Dr. Mckinzie 

Students recognized from Polk County were (l-r) Daniel Urena (Chain of Lakes Collegiate), Ruby Fernandez (Fort 
Meade Middle/Senior), Brittany Myers and Ambra Sanner (George Jenkins) and Leadz Dorceô and Crismerely 
Santibanez (Bartow IB).  

http://www.polkeducationfoundation.org/t2t
http://www.cfef.net/index.cfm

