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Polk Education d

FOUNDATION

A B O U T P E F & BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP, INC
The Polk Education Foundation is the only 501c3 direct support organization for public education in Polk County. While tax dollars sustain the
infrastructures of our school system, they are limited. Where public funds stop, the PEF steps in to ensure that deserving students, teachers and
programs have the opportunity and resources needed for success. By leveraging community resources and administering state and federal grants,
the Polk Education Foundation has raised more than 25.2 million dollars for public education in Polk County since 1988.

Polk Education Foundation Board of Directors & Staff

Officers
Ray Graber, President
Rick Stephens, Vice President

David Ullman, Secretary/Treasurer

Kevin Jones

Kathryn Koch - O’Malley
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Executive Director

(863) 534-0434
susana.copeland@polk-fl.net
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Take Stock in Children,
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(863) 519-8077
susan.fenich@polk-fl.net

Gail McKinzie @ Shirley Brosie
Board Members Jerry Miller Accountant Specialist Il Vicki Ginda
: [Dﬂ (863) 534-5073 AmeriCorps Polk Reads
Carol Barnett St-eve Pe-trle shirley.brosie@polk-fl.net Program Director
Hunt Berryman Cindy Price (863) 519-8638
Ebbie Sue Blackmer Brenda Reddout Miranda Collins vickig.ginda@polk-fl.net
. _ Bill Reid TRST Program Director
Sylvia Blackmon-Roberts John Santaroi (863) 534-0803 Vicki Cottrell
Tracy Bryant °_ SRR E miranda.collins@polk-fl.net AmeriCorps Polk Reads
Jeff Cox Michael Sales Program Assistant
Paula Dockery Sherrin Smyers Teresa Choquette (863) 519-8638
! |:| Take Stock in Children, vicki.cottrell@polk-fl.net
Al Dorsett o Stargell Student Advocate
Mimi Hardman Mary Ruth Wilson (863) 519-8076
Hollis Hooks Rick Wilson tchoquette@polk-fl.net
GOALS OF PEF

Sensitize the community to
the needs of local schools
and students.

Publicize the

2 accomplishments and
programs of the school
system.

Develop and enhance
educational programs and
initiatives for students.

support for local schools
and help to underwrite
countywide programs for
students.

4 Raise significant financial
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4% Program Administration
Challenge parents, 349
business leaders and the
extended community to

Senior Scholarships
11% Teacher Grants

become involved in and 16% TSIC Programming & Scholarships

be supportive of their local 24% Americorps Polk Reads

SChO(?lS' .th,elr StUdehtS and 11% Local Teacher & Student Recognition/Programming
the district’s education

foundation.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Take Stock in Children

Take Stock in children is a comprehensive program that helps low-income children stay The Polk Education Foundation combines donor

in school, earn a high school diploma, graduate from college and enter the workforce. dollars with matching funds provided through

Enrolling most students in the ninth grade, Take Stock in Children offers each child: the Florida Prepaid Foundation, to purchase
scholarships for these deserving students. The 28

« A college tuition scholarship. students who graduated from the program in 2007

« A volunteer mentor to provide motivation, support and tutoring. earned over $190,000 in TSIC scholarships.

« A case manager to support the student’s educational achievements.

« College and career counseling. ’

Students in the program sign performance contracts agreeing to get good grades, exhibit
positive behaviors and remain drug and crime free.

TARE STOCK IN

(HILDREN CHrory of CDlucees

Upon reflection of the laughs, the
conversation and general camaraderie of
my time with Take Stock in Children, I've
concluded it was a thoroughly rewarding
experience. Teresa and Kara Jostes were
my liaisons towards my college life,
ensuring the smoothest of transitions. My
mentor, Phil White, maintains his sincere
concern for me to this day. Our regular
meetings between mentor and student
turned into irregular messages between
friends. He arranged my work in the
summer of 2005 at his employer, a financial
boom for a struggling college student
and invaluable experience working in a
professional setting. | still run ideas for
projects for my architectural assignments
by Phil and still greatly value his opinion
and friendship. TSIC has been so good
to me and | only hope | one day have the

means to reciprocate ten fold. Governor Crist speaks about the thousands of high
achieving students across Florida who have been able to
~ Antonio Juan Bustos | further their education because of Take Stock in Children.

E———
Graduating Seniors
The Foundation has awarded over 3,500 scholarships to
graduating seniors from Polk County since 1988. The awards
range from $250 to $8,000. The Foundation and or donors
set the criteria for each scholarship. There are two types of
donor sponsored awards: endowed awards - a one time
donation that will perpetually provide a yearly scholarship,
and annual scholarships to which donors make an annual
payment to the Foundation to cover the cost of their award.
In 2007, 344 scholarships were awarded giving $495,197
to the students of Polk County to further their education!

Chairs Scholars Scholarship
This scholarship provides 2+2 scholarships (a community
college and university tuition scholarship) for academically
achieving yet physically challenged students in Polk
County. A private donor funds this entire program and we
currently have 22 students in various grades who have a
scholarship waiting for them when they graduate.

Donors make students’ dreams come true!



IMPROVING LITERACY |
FOR POLK STUDENTS americorps ol et e

students become strong readers at

. the annual Lakeland High “Naughty
AmeriCorps Polk Reads Children’s Festival”.

Funded by a federal grant and funds donated to the PEF, this program allows us to administer
reading tutoring programs in schools throughout Polk County. Tutors conduct one-on-
one reading tutoring sessions with kindergarten through third grade students who are
reading below grade level as determined by school staff. Phonics and basic reading
comprehension strategies are used according to individual student needs. Teachers
note that students often gain increased self esteem and improved grades in other
subject areas.

More than 425 students are tutored annually, however,
this program reaches thousands of other Polk County
residents through the numerous AmeriCorps community
service activities, in which members participate.
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TEACHER/SCHOOL GRANT PROGRAMS

Teacher to Teacher Connection Grants  Donor sponsored grant programs

The purpose of this program is to recognize and reward teachers Grants such as the Verizon Literacy Grant, Progress Energy Technology
for their innovative teaching practices, then to help replicate those Grants, Progress Energy Math and Science Grants, and GEICO FCAT
practices in other classrooms around the county by providing a Remediation Grants have been sponsored in the past. Donors are able to
venue for teachers to network. Each year hundreds of teachers pick a focus for grants in their name or can instruct the Foundation to find
visit the Idea Expo where Developers set up a booth to share their a need for funds to be used.

program with visiting teachers. The teachers who develop the
original ideas (Developers) are rewarded with $600 in grant money
(part as a stipend for themselves and part for surplus classroom
supplies) and teachers interested in adapting a Developer’s idea
for their own classroom use (Adapters) are provided with $200
grants to buy the classroom supplies for implementation.

School to School Connection
Started in the 2006-07 school year as an expansion of the Teacher
toTeacher Connection, this program looks for innovative programs
used school wide, then follows the same procedure as above to
recognize and reward the school’s work. Developers receive
$1,000 grants and Adapters receive $800 for their school to buy the
materials to replicate a program.

Community support makes these programs possible!



STUDENT RECOGNITION

School Physicals - through an arrangement
with local clinics, the PEF is able to get new students
time sensitive appointments for school physicals
required for entrance into the PCSB system. School
principals must nominate a student who qualifies to
receive these free physicals, bypassing the County
Health clinic where the wait can be weeks or months
for an appointment while the student has to sit out
of school.

Spelling Bee - finalists from schools all over Polk
County participate in this contest.

Poetry Contest - over 2000 students from Polk
County Public Schools enter work in this contest.
An anthology of student poems is published and
unveiled at the Poetry Award Ceremony where
winners from each grade are announced.

Polk County Regional Science Fair - over
150 6th-12th grade students participate each year.
Finalists then advance to the regional contests
and then hopefully to the state and national
competition.

Each year the Foundation administers the monies for and helps to seek funding for the following programs:

Minority Achievement Banquet - recognizes minority students who are
graduating with a 3.2 GPA or better.

Hall of Fame Banquet - a banquet is held to honor the 16 valedictorians and
salutatorians of each high school. Five community leaders are inducted into the Polk
County Hall of Fame at this banquet year as well.

Project Hearth for Homeless Students - the PEF supplies funding to purchase
socks, shoes, or other basic clothing items for disadvantaged students. Also, at Christmas
time, PCSB employees and local schools donate stuffed bears, books, towel sets and
hygiene items to be given to students living in homeless shelters during the holidays
through Project Fill-A-Bucket. The PEF supplements items as needed.

Gray Robinson Superintendent Scholars - recognizes those graduating
seniors who have a 3.5 GPA and a minimum SAT score of 1200 or an ACT of 27. This
turns out to be about 150 students each year. The Gray Robinson Law Firm underwrites
this event each year.

Academic Competitions at the local, state, and national level are held each year.
E-Team (Economics Team) is formed on the elementary level and A-Teams (Academic
Teams) at the middle and high school levels. High school students progress from local to
state and national competitions. Scholarships are offered to the winners of the top high
school competitions.

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION

Teacher / School-Related Employee of the Year

Annually, public schools across the nation honor individual teachers and
educational professionals who exemplify excellence in their schools and
classrooms. The PEF assists in promoting and funding this program at
the county level, culminating with a banquet where district finalists and
winners are celebrated. Sponsorships from local businesses make this
event possible.

Tuition Reimbursement Program

Through a grant in conjunction with Progress Energy, Polk County
School Board Non-Instructional Employees are provided with tuition
reimbursement opportunities as they pursue a degree in education and
agree to teach in Polk County Public Schools after they graduate.

Employee Grants
Grants to teachers and counselors to attend workshops that will enhance
their job performance and knowledge, thereby benefiting students.

Volunteer of the Year

Each school recognizes their Volunteer of the Year, and then regional
winners and one top county volunteer are chosen and recognized at
a breakfast.

Polk County’s 2007 Teacher of the year, Kristen Wells (right), with Principal
Lori Morrison pose in front of Kristen’s new 2007 Mustang, provided by
PEF Business Partner MIDFLORIDA Federal Credit Union.

Thank you to all of our sponsors!



HOW YOU CAN HELP!

Most individuals and/ Donate: Programs, Events, Scholarships

or businesses would « Cash - Unrestricted funds are always needed for day-to-day operations and for support of our main focus areas
love to help with the « Pledge - A pledged gift offers donors an opportunity to support the Foundation by making payments every month,
overwhelming tasks the quarter or year(s)
Foundation undertakes. « Memorial or Honor gifts - Make a gift in memory or in honor of an individual or a group
Here are some of the - PCSB Employee Payroll Deduction - call the PEF office for.......
ways you can help. For
further information Volunteer: AmeriCorps Polk Reads or Take Stock In Children
about the PEF’s

+ As an event volunteer -serve on an event planning committee and help with various tasks associated with hosting
events or help in the office with mail outs

« As an office volunteer- assist with various tasks and projects as needed

« A reading tutor for K-3 grade students.

+ As aTSIC Mentor - Serve one hour per week mentoring a scholarship student in grades 7-12

programs and support
opportunities, contact
us at:

Polk Education

Foundation )
1530 Shumate Drive ~ Support through Sponsorship:
Bartow, FL 33830 - Scholarships - any individual, corporation or civic organization may contribute to five types of scholarship programs
(863) 534-0434 at the Foundation

- Grants - grants for teachers, schools and special projects are funded through the generosity of individuals,
corporations and civic groups

- Sponsor events - the Foundation hosts a dozen events annually and relies on the generosity of the community
for support

« Foundation programs- AmeriCorps Polk Reads, Take Stock in Children, Teacher to Teacher/School to School
Connection, CitiGroup Teacher Mentor Teams, Fill-A-Bucket and more

$20 from the purchase of each License for Learning
auto tag purchased in Polk County is sent directly
to the Polk Education Foundation to fund the
programs we administer and support. Show your
support of the students and teachers in our county
and the Polk Education Foundation by proudly
displaying your License for Learning tag!

Purchase online at www.license4learning.com
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