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“Welcome to the new online Network News. This news source is part of our commitment to Exceptional Student
Education to provide related information for a wide range of professionals and families as directed by our three
project grants, FDLRS, SEDNET and FIN. In upcoming issues, you will begin to notice more multi-media integration and
interactivity common to many websites. Our intent is to find more effective ways to deliver the news related content

while making your reader experience more productiv: ple of this new direction. | hope you will

find the new changes more en'&ble." - Sherwi

Disabilly

ed child with significant develo

(863) 647-4262 in Polk County (863) 773-2600 in Hardee County

For children birth to-three contact Early Steps at : 866-549-1740
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(Collaboration nity Equity Brought to you by the Florida Inclusion Network
Follow these general principles to respond to student needs:
[ ] [ ] L ] L] a
h 4 b, _4 h 4 h 4 b 4
Clear leaming || Ongoing assessment | | #Flexible Positive learning | | Respectful
goals and adjustment Grouping environment tasks
m Big ideas m Pre-Assessment m Linked to m Cooperation m Challenging
m Standards m Formative assessment | | g Community m Interesting
m Benchmarks | | m Summative data m Diversity m Engaging
m Access Points m Extending
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m Content: What is leamed = Readiness
= Process: How it's leamed | ¢ & .} According to w Interest
m Product: How students students”: i
show what they learned = Learning Profile

Adapted from Carol Ann Tomlinson, University of Virginia

*Flexible grouping

Groups are: Grouping can be:
s Short term, fluid Pre-selected: T = Total Group
» Varied in arrangement » Readiness A = Alone/Individual
s Interest .
Groups have: o LeamingProfile P = Pair/Small Group
o Clear directions Random:
» Effective behaviors « Content
# Prior knowledge
# Socratic seminars
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Any teacher can differentiate instruction - Try one of the strategies on the next page
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FIN Polk County
Polk County School Board

Polk County, FL

ESE Department

270 Bartow Municipal
Airport

Bartow, Florida 33830
Office: 863-519-8893

Fax: 863-519-7563

Email:
bonnie.dupuis@polk-fl.net

maggie.miller@polk-fl.net
celese.bartlett@polk-fl.net

FIN Hardee County
University of South Florida

140 7th Ave. South SVB108
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Office: 727-873-4205
Fax: 727.873-4204
Email:

mmuldoon@stpt.usf.edu

lavallie@stpt.usf.edu
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Low-prep Strategies

for Differentiating
Instruction

Jigsaw Strategy

D In small Home Groups each student
reads a different section of text. Stu-
dents re-arrange into Expert Groups
and discuss the same text section.
All return to Home Groups to share
points from Expert Group discussion.

PURPOSE

k= Learn and share information
» Group cooperation

p Individual accountability

k Support for struggling readers

Ways to differentiate with Jigsaw:

® Create and color-code groups based
on reading levels

® Provide headphones and text on
tape

® Conduct vocabulary instruction
prior to reading

® Vary note-taking formats (e.g., col-
umn notes, word webs, fact-opin-
ion, mind maps)

Visit our Web site
for more strategies
to differentiate instruction—
click on the “FIN Products® button!
www.FloridalnclusionNetwork.com

Response Card Strategy

© All students hold up cards (hand-written or
pre-printed) in response to a teacher prompt.

PURPOSE

I Full class participation

F Content review

P Quick, informal assessment

Ways to differentiate with Response Cards:

# Assign peer buddies for reading and writing
® Vary prompts by readiness

® Let students create prompts

# Form new groups

Exit Card Strategy

O Students write responses to a teacher prompt
on a card or piece of paper and turn cards in at
end of lesson or class.

PURPOSE
I Quick, informal assessment
bk On-the-spot grouping decisions

Ways to differentiate with Exit Cards:
@ Assign peer buddies

& Use computers

@ \ary prompts by group

@ Reteach as needed
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Let's Celebrate Disability Awareness Weeks

October 1 through October 14

All Polk District School Principals
received a CD from FDLRS Sunrise and the Exceptional Student Education Department
on September 19, 2011.
The CD contains video clips as well as activities to educate students about disabilities.
The information on the CD can also be found on the FDLRS home page,
www.polk-fl.net , keyword FDLRS.

Other information can be found by going to:

http://www.fldoe.orqg/ese/schoolpromotions.asp

District and School Promotional and Instructional Activities
There are many activities that districts and schools can do fo promote awareness and
instruct students and the community about disability history. If your school or district
would like to add your activities to the list below please send a description to Kathy
Burton, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services; 325 W. Gaines St.; Suite
601; Tallahassee, Florida 32399; Phone: (850) 245-0478; Fax: (850) 245-0955 or email:

Kathy.Burton@fldoe.org
Activities on the website:
Disability Etiquette 101

A Legislative History of Florida's Exceptional Student Education Program (PDF, 2MB)
Easter Seals, FRIENDS WHO CARE® Disability Awareness Curriculum
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004
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http://www.polk-fl.net
http://www.fldoe.org/ese/schoolpromotions.asp
mailto:Kathy.Burton@fldoe.org?subject=
http://www.fldoe.org/ese/pdf/hist_letter.pdf
http://www.easterseals.com/site/PageServer?pagename=ntl_friendswhocare&autologin=true&s_src=enews&s_subsrc=fw
http://www.ada.gov/index.html
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Contact Information

Amy Looker
SEDNET Project Manager S E D N E I
PBS District Coordinator

863-534-0930

amy.looker@polk-fl.net

Welcome tothe following "TIeW’ PBS schools.

Boswell Elementary Lake Gibson Middle
Brigham Academy Sikes Elementary
Cleveland Court Southwest Middle
Crystal Lake Middle Valleyview Elementary

Horizons Elementary
Kathleen Middle

New! SEDNET Website!

Check out these Learn about Florida’s System of Care and project
goals. Search the section on resources and find

Facebook Pages: relevant information related to mental health and
Trauma-Informed Care the educational needs of students with Emotional/
Florida’s Positive Behavior Support Behavioral Disabilities.
N www.sednetfl.info /
Issu Page 5


mailto:amy.looker@polk-fl.net
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=119279710643
http://www.facebook.com/flpbs?sk=app_2309869772
http://www.sednetfl.info/

FDLRS Sunrise

Polk County
270 Bartow Municipal Airport
Bartow, FL 33830

Phone (863) 647-4258

Phone (863) 647-4262

Phone (863) 534-0930
Fax (863) 647-4257

http://www.polk-fl.net/districtinfo/
departments/learning/ese/fdirs.htm

Hardee County
ESE Department

200 S. Florida Ave. Wauchula, Florida 33873

Phone (863) 773-2600
Fax (863) 773-2640

http: //www.hardee.k12.fl.us/ese/fdlrs.htm

FDLRS Manager - Polk/Hardee

sherwin.holmes@polk-fl.net

Child Find Specialists
mary.kelly@polk-fl.net

teresa.orme@polk-fl.net

csanders@hardee.k12.fl.us

Resource Specialists
jolene.ahlschwede@polk-fl.net

kathy.mullens@polk-fl.net
jami.yost@polk-fl.net
laura.taft@polk-fl.net

Technology
lourdes.day@polk-fl.net (L.A.T.S.)
john.ringleb@polk-fl.net

Support Staff
diane.bennett@polk-fl.net

tracy.hannah@polk-fl.net
jhash@hardee.k12.fl.us

Looking ior Some Links?

Florida Department of Education http://www fldoe.org/Default.asp

Bureau of Exceptional Education

and Student Services http://www.fldoe.org/ese/

Professional Development

Alternatives (PDA) http://www.pda-ese.org/

Working with the Experts http://www.flwwe.net

ESE Tuition Support Sites:

e  Autism Endorsement http://www.florida-ese.org/asdendorsement/

e  PreK Disabilities Endorsement  http://www.florida-ese.org/prekendorsement/

e  Para-to-Teacher http://www.florida-ese.org/paratoteacher/

CongratulationsyyISeanern

Ridge Career Center, ESE Transition Teacher

Dear Sandra Harper,

The Walmart Foundation and Facility # 725 are pleased to inform you that
your organization has been selected to receive a grant through the Local
Community Contribution/Hunger Outreach Grant Program in the amount of
$1,000.00. We believe that your organization is doing important work to the
communities you serve, and we are proud that we are able to support you in
your efforts.

Your grant payment will be awarded to you by check, and it will be sent to
the address listed in your grant application. Your grant check will be issued
within the next few weeks and mailed to your organization as quickly as
possible.

Thank you for the work your organization does to create opportunities so
people can live better.

Sincerely,

The Walmart Foundation

The Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System is funded by the State of Florida, Department of Education, Division of Public
Schools and Community Education, Bureau of Instructional Support and Community Services, through federal assistance under the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Part B, IDEA part B Preschool, and State General Revenue funds.
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