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“Welcome to the new online Network News. This news source is part of our commitment to Exceptional Student  

Education to provide related information for a wide range of professionals and families as directed by our three  

project grants, FDLRS, SEDNET and FIN. In upcoming issues, you will begin to notice more multi-media integration and  

interactivity common to many websites. Our intent is to find more effective ways to deliver the news related content 

while making your reader experience more productive.  Below is one example of this new direction. I hope you will 

find the new changes more enjoyable.” - Sherwin Holmes    

 

 

One of FDLRS four functions is to provide screening and, if needed,  

additional evaluation to find out if early intervention would help a child. 

If you know a pre-school aged child with significant developmental problems, please contact FDLRS:  

(863) 647-4262 in Polk County    (863) 773-2600  in Hardee County 

For children birth to three contact Early Steps at : 866-549-1740 

Child Find  
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Diane Callaway’s new position as ESE  

Director brings her back to a familiar place.  She worked as 
an elementary teacher supporting inclusion students and in 
middle school as a teacher serving students in a separate 
class.  Diane continued in ESE as a Staffing Specialist and 
then on to become an ESE Senior Manager.  Two years of 
her time in the Polk Schools was spent as an Assistant Prin-
cipal at Mulberry Middle.  Diane has been employed with 
Polk County schools since 1988. 

FIN Polk County 

Polk County School Board  

Polk County, FL 

ESE Department 

270 Bartow Municipal  

Airport  

Bartow, Florida 33830 

Office: 863-519-8893 

Fax: 863-519-7563 

Email:  

bonnie.dupuis@polk-fl.net 

maggie.miller@polk-fl.net 

celese.bartlett@polk-fl.net 

FIN Hardee County 

University of South Florida 

140 7th Ave. South SVB108 

St. Petersburg, FL  33701 

Office: 727-873-4205 

Fax: 727.873-4204 

Email: 

mmuldoon@stpt.usf.edu 

lavallie@stpt.usf.edu 

http://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/
mailto:bonnie.dupuis@polk-fl.net
mailto:maggie.miller@polk-fl.net
mailto:celese.bartlett@polk-fl.net
mailto:mmuldoon@stpt.usf.edu
mailto:lavallie@stpt.usf.edu
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Let’s Celebrate Disability Awareness Weeks 
 

October 1 through October 14 
 

All Polk District School Principals  

received a CD from FDLRS Sunrise and the Exceptional Student Education Department 

on September 19, 2011. 

The CD contains video clips as well as activities to educate students about disabilities.  

The information on the CD can also be found on the FDLRS home page,  

www.polk-fl.net , keyword FDLRS. 

  

Other information can be found by going to:  
 

http://www.fldoe.org/ese/schoolpromotions.asp  

 

District and School Promotional and Instructional Activities 

There are many activities that districts and schools can do to promote awareness and  

instruct students and the community about disability history. If your school or district 

would like to add your activities to the list below please send a description to Kathy  

Burton, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services; 325 W. Gaines St.; Suite 

601;Tallahassee, Florida 32399; Phone: (850) 245-0478; Fax: (850) 245-0955 or email:  

 

Kathy.Burton@fldoe.org  

Activities on the website: 

Disability Etiquette 101 

 

A Legislative History of Florida's Exceptional Student Education Program (PDF, 2MB) 

Easter Seals, FRIENDS WHO CARE® Disability Awareness Curriculum 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 

http://www.polk-fl.net
http://www.fldoe.org/ese/schoolpromotions.asp
mailto:Kathy.Burton@fldoe.org?subject=
http://www.fldoe.org/ese/pdf/hist_letter.pdf
http://www.easterseals.com/site/PageServer?pagename=ntl_friendswhocare&autologin=true&s_src=enews&s_subsrc=fw
http://www.ada.gov/index.html
http://idea.ed.gov/explore/home
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Contact Information 

Amy Looker 

SEDNET Project Manager 

PBS District Coordinator 

863-534-0930 

amy.looker@polk-fl.net 

Boswell Elementary 

Brigham Academy 

Cleveland Court 

Crystal Lake Middle 

Horizons Elementary 

Kathleen Middle 

 Lake Gibson Middle 

 Sikes Elementary 

 Southwest Middle 

 Valleyview Elementary 

 

Check out these 

Facebook Pages: 

Trauma-Informed Care 

Florida’s Positive Behavior Support 

 

New! SEDNET Website! 

Learn about Florida’s System of Care and project 

goals. Search the section on resources and find 

relevant information related to mental health and 

the educational needs of students with Emotional/

Behavioral Disabilities. 

www.sednetfl.info 

mailto:amy.looker@polk-fl.net
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=119279710643
http://www.facebook.com/flpbs?sk=app_2309869772
http://www.sednetfl.info/


The mission of Polk County Public Schools is to ensure rigorous, relevant learning experiences  

that result in high achievement for our students.  

The Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System is funded by the State of Florida, Department of Education, Division of Public 

Schools and Community Education, Bureau of Instructional Support and Community Services, through federal assistance under the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Part B, IDEA part B Preschool, and State General Revenue funds. 

FDLRS Sunrise 

Polk County 

270 Bartow Municipal Airport  

Bartow, FL 33830 

Phone (863) 647-4258  

Phone (863) 647-4262  

Phone (863) 534-0930 

Fax (863) 647-4257 

http://www.polk-fl.net/districtinfo/

departments/learning/ese/fdlrs.htm 

Hardee County 

ESE Department 

200 S. Florida Ave. Wauchula, Florida 33873 

Phone (863) 773-2600 

Fax (863) 773-2640 

http://www.hardee.k12.fl.us/ese/fdlrs.htm 

 

FDLRS Manager - Polk/Hardee 

sherwin.holmes@polk-fl.net  

Child Find Specialists 

mary.kelly@polk-fl.net  

teresa.orme@polk-fl.net  

csanders@hardee.k12.fl.us  

Resource Specialists 

jolene.ahlschwede@polk-fl.net  

kathy.mullens@polk-fl.net 

jami.yost@polk-fl.net 

laura.taft@polk-fl.net 

Technology 

lourdes.day@polk-fl.net  (L.A.T.S.) 

john.ringleb@polk-fl.net  

Support Staff  

diane.bennett@polk-fl.net  

tracy.hannah@polk-fl.net  

jhash@hardee.k12.fl.us  

 

Florida Department of Education http://www.fldoe.org/Default.asp 

 

Bureau of Exceptional Education 

and Student Services  http://www.fldoe.org/ese/ 

 

Professional Development  

Alternatives (PDA)   http://www.pda-ese.org/  

 

Working with the Experts  http://www.flwwe.net 

 

ESE Tuition Support Sites:  

Autism Endorsement  http://www.florida-ese.org/asdendorsement/ 

PreK Disabilities Endorsement  http://www.florida-ese.org/prekendorsement/ 

Para-to-Teacher   http://www.florida-ese.org/paratoteacher/ 

 

Dear Sandra Harper, 
 
The Walmart Foundation and Facility # 725 are pleased to inform you that 
your organization has been selected to receive a grant through the Local 
Community Contribution/Hunger Outreach Grant Program in the amount of 
$1,000.00.  We believe that your organization is doing important work to the 
communities you serve, and we are proud that we are able to support you in 
your efforts. 
 
Your grant payment will be awarded to you by check, and it will be sent to 
the address listed in your grant application.  Your grant check will be issued 
within the next few weeks and mailed to your organization as quickly as  
possible.  
  
Thank you for the work your organization does to create opportunities so 
people can live better. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Walmart Foundation 

Ridge Career Center, ESE Transition Teacher 

http://www.polk-fl.net/districtinfo/departments/learning/ese/fdlrs.htm
http://www.polk-fl.net/districtinfo/departments/learning/ese/fdlrs.htm
http://www.hardee.k12.fl.us/ese/fdlrs.htm
mailto:sherwin.holmes@polk-fl.net?subject=FDLRS%20Manager
mailto:mary.kelly@polk-fl.net?subject=FDLRS%20Child%20Find
mailto:teresa.orme@polk-fl.net?subject=FDLRS%20Child%20Find
mailto:csanders@hardee.k12.fl.us?subject=FDLRS%20Child%20Find
mailto:jolene.ahlschwede@polk-fl.net?subject=FDLRS%20Resource%20Specialist
mailto:kathy.mullens@polk-fl.net?subject=FDLRS%20Resource%20Specialist
mailto:jami.yost@polk-fl.net
mailto:laura.taft@polk-fl.net
mailto:lourdes.day@polk-fl.net?subject=FDLRS%20Technology%20Specialist
mailto:john.ringleb@polk-fl.net?subject=FDLRS%20Technology%20Specialist
mailto:diane.bennett@polk-fl.net?subject=FDLRS%20Support%20Staff
mailto:tracy.hannah@polk-fl.net?subject=FDLRS%20Support%20Staff
mailto:jhash@hardee.k12.fl.us?subject=FDLRS%20Support%20Staff
http://www.fldoe.org/Default.asp
http://www.fldoe.org/ese/
http://www.pda-ese.org/
http://www.flwwe.net
http://www.florida-ese.org/asdendorsement/
http://www.florida-ese.org/prekendorsement/
http://www.florida-ese.org/paratoteacher/

